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Please visit the chemist,  
library, Brown’s shop 
or The Blane Valley Inn 

and put the cost of your Blane 
in the collection box. We need 
all your support. We can only 
continue if you do that. Or 
you can send us a cheque - 
details on page 4. 

The cover photograph is of 
Dunglass and was taken 
from the top of the Church 
steeple by Alastair Smith 
(don’t ask). There are two 
articles about the structure 
of Dunglass on page 24.

The Editor

With the September issue of the 
Blane last year you received 
two copies of a questionnaire. 

289 out of approximately 2,000 were 
completed and sent to the research company, 
Lowland Marketing Research (LMR), a 
response of just under 15%. The survey 
was commissioned by the Community 
Development Trust (CDT), the Community 
Council (CC) and Stirling Council (SC) 
with the purpose of ascertaining your views 
and aspirations for our community. 

In the proposal, LMR made it clear 
that they anticipated a response of between 
25% and 40%, suggesting a figure of 
400 responses as being the minimum 
requirement to warrant further analysis. 
(LMR later revised this figure when the 
actual response was much lower.) On top 
of that they recommended 100 interviews, 
although it is not clear what was meant by 
that. There was to be a vision workshop 
followed by further focus groups with 
members of the community, and the results 
of these, together with the questionnaires, 
would be analysed, and the resulting 
documents would inform the sponsors and 
allow the Trust to draw up an action plan for 
the community. 

However, only one focus (visioning) 
group took place (with 22 people including 

2 or 3 CC members) and no written report 
of that or the questionnaire was provided, 
for whatever reason, by LMR. A workshop 
with the CC then took place followed 
by two workshops with the CDT, where 
an action plan was drawn up which was 
given to the Blane for publishing. It bore 
little resemblance to the responses to the 
questionnaire and we declined to publish the 

document and asked, instead, for a report 
of the survey, something to which we had 
earlier agreed and for which we had received 
funding from SC. After some weeks this was 
done and you now have the results included 
with this issue of the Blane.

However, the proposals from the 
action plan were displayed at the SC Local 
Development Plan (LDP) consultation in the 
school at the end of May, and SC officials 
were given to understand that these were the 
results of the survey. Many of you will have 
seen these items at that meeting and at the 
Summer Fair. They are NOT the results of 
the survey but are, rather, ideas put forward 
at the vision workshop of 22 people and 
developed at the subsequent CC and CDT 
workshops. 

The disturbing thing is that these 
ideas are being put forward for further 
consultation in the community before there 
has been any proper public debate about the 
issues, and the CDT and CC are planning 
to use the results of this next round of 
consultation to inform the emerging Stirling 
Local Development Plan (see page 5). 

The CC will hold a meeting on 5 July to 
discuss these ‘findings’, and how they 

should feed into SC’s Local Development 
Plan, and it is vital that as many people as 
possible come to that meeting to ensure that 
proper consultation takes place and that we 
do not end up with a plan that does not truly 
reflect the views of the community, or is 
unrealistic. 

The essential point in all this is that the 
response to the survey was far too low to 
gauge the views of the community and to 
provide a sound basis for an action plan.

The main function of the CC is to 
ascertain the views of the community 
and represent them to SC. The CC is not 
a layer of government. The members of 
the CC must take a cautious approach to 
the suggestions being put forward by the 
CDT, particularly in regard to those issues 
relating to SC’s local development plan, and 
ensure that they are considered carefully 
and objectively, and that the community be 
allowed a proper debate.

What does the community survey really tell us? 

Most of the community will 
remember the long and difficult 
battle with CALA Homes who 

wanted to develop the Horses’ Field and 
own the Moor. It was out of that experience 
that the Blane emerged. We had produced 
several small news bulletins during the 
campaign over about three years, and felt 
that we should launch a regular newsletter.

The Vital Lesson (above) was an article 
in the first Blane in April 1999. We were 
able, in that issue, to celebrate a wonderful 
victory.

The lesson is easily forgotten and we 
need to watch very carefully to ensure that 
anything that goes into the draft Local 
Development Plan is fully in accordance 

Retiral 

We would like to thank the local 
community and those further 
afield who have supported our 

business over the last ten years. Getting 
to know our customers personally made 
the business all the more pleasurable. You 
could never call our journeys boring, as 
Mother Nature could throw up a different 
scenario nearly every single week!

We have decided to call time from July 
and look forward to our retirement.

The Salvation Army has opened a 
furniture recycling project in Stirling 

and would be glad of your support. 

Unit 8, Imex Business Centre,
Craigleith Road, Stirling FK7 7WU 

Mon–Fri, 9am – 3pm
( 01786 479262  

Ruth and Tommy would like to thank 
all their friends in Strathblane, 
Blanefield and Mugdock for all their 

help and support at such a stressful time.
Thank you to everyone for helping to 

look after Halle and Lachlan, to all our 
friends who came to see Ruth during her 
long stay in hospital, and also for coming 
to visit Lewis in the special care unit.

Thank you to all for the food packs 
which were wonderful after all the hospital 
food!

Thank you to everyone for all their 
kind gifts; Lewis has been totally spoilt  
and Ruth is looking forward to her spa day!

A special thank you to Julie 
Cruickshank  and Nicki Corrigan for 
always being on the end of the phone and 
listening to all our worries and giving 
us lots of support and advice on Lewis’s 
conditon.

Lewis is doing very well and we 
are sure he will be bombing round the 
playground before we know it.

Thank you all again; we are so lucky to 
live in such a supportive community.

Love from Ruth and Tommy

Annabel Sharp

On Saturday 1st May brothers Stuart 
and David celebrated running the 
Blane Valley for a year. ‘Karaoke 

Babs’ provided the entertainment with lots 
of vocal help from the customers. With an 
array of helium balloons and a tasty half 
time buffet to keep everyone’s energy 
up, the evening culminated in prizes for 
best singer (Andy Condron), worst singer 
(Mark Linning) and most entertaining 
(Bobby Poole). Stuart would like to thank 
everyone who joined in the party spirit and 
made the evening a great way to mark their 
‘1st Birthday!’

The BV was delighted to have ‘Jonny 
T and the Acoustic Blues Band’ playing 
recently - another evening enjoyed by all.  
The ever popular Thursday Quiz Night 
(9pm start) continues, and Stuart and David 
are pleased to see a significant increase in 
female faces and even some new, regular 
teams, keeping the competition alive. 
More recently the pub enjoyed a very 
busy Bank Holiday weekend with a record 
number of meals being served during 
the day of Sunday 30th – not far off 100! 
Chef Larry is very pleased that his food is 
proving popular. New summer menus have 
been written up and should be available in 
the next couple of weeks. As some people 
will already know, Stuart has been granted 
a full Children’s Licence which means 
children of all ages are now welcome. A 

more extensive 
Kid’s Menu will 
soon be available.

Some readers 
will have noticed 
that the Beer 
Garden has 
benefitted from 
a significant tidy 
up, thanks to 
Iain Johnstone, 
l a n d s c a p e 
gardener and 
resident barman. 
The management 
would like to take 
this opportunity 
to welcome two new members of staff, 
locals, Jamie Pugh and Mhairi Elliot, and 
hope they enjoy working at the pub!  

In addition to great food, drink and 
entertainment, the Blane Valley also 
offers ‘Chip Shop’ style Take Away 
Suppers, a Lunch Time Take Away 
Meal Deal, Coffee/Tea and Homemade 
cakes from 9am daily and the popular 
BV Brekkie is back, served until 4pm 
every day. A Graduation Special will 
also be available, 3 Courses and Bubbly 
– come along and ask for details.

A number of other changes have taken 
place in the last year including 

renovation work to the toilets, new seat 
fabric throughout, joinery work to extend 

the bar, a new sound system and substantial 
additions to kitchen hardware. Notably, 
the building has been completely repainted 
outside and new signage installed.

Stuart and David are exceedingly happy 
that in their first year the Blane Valley 
has been such a success. It was a very big 
undertaking and an enormous challenge 
but, thanks to the many local people and 
regulars who have given their support, the 
challenge has been met and all the signs 
are now for a very bright future. Stuart 
and David will continue to provide great 
service, good food at reasonable prices 
and a very warm welcome to everyone that 
visits the pub. As always, they are happy to 
listen to any ideas or suggestions anyone 
may have.  

Changed days and changed name, 
previously the Netherton Inn

Blane Valley Inn birthday bash - and much more

We apologise for 
the quality of the 
photographs in the last 
issue.

Garthland Print & 
Design, who give us great 
support, had a major 
problem with their 
printing press and were 
forced to replace what 
was a very new machine.

Learning from the past

Mike and Patsy Fischbacher 
stepped down as directors of the 
Development Trust in March.

The Blane had applied for a grant for 
software through the Trust and had, for 
technical reasons, become a working 
group under its umbrella. However, now 
that there is no Trust director involved 
with the Blane, that connection has ceased.

At all stages, the Blane has remained 
independent and that was recognised by 
the Trust. We are grateful for their support.

Blane status

A big thank you
with the interests and wishes of the 
community. It is far better to get it right 
before the Plan is finalised, than to have to 
fight it when it is too late. 

     We need proper debate and scrutiny 
now before that happens.

R&A Dickson 
Private Hire

Important meeting
July 5 at 7.30pm

Kirkrooms

Strathblane Primary School 
Fundraisers Committee

On Saturday 5rd June, the 
community enjoyed a wonderful, 
sunny, European themed summer fair. 
The Strathblane Primary Fundraisers 
worked together with Strathblanefield 
Community Development Trust to 
host a fantastic all-day event.  The 
day kicked off with the official 
opening of the new climbing frame 
in the play park. This was followed 
by a wide variety of activities at the 
primary school, including trade and 
craft stalls, story telling, games stalls, 
inflatables, pony rides, and delicious 
European food. The event was very 
well attended and greatly enjoyed by all. Later, the Village Club 
was host to a ‘battle of the bands’ aimed at a teenaged audience, 
with some fabulous young bands. In the evening, we enjoyed more 
summer weather with a barbeque and fantastic music by local 
musicians, while the children were entertained at a cinema. It was 
heartening to see all ages of the community come together and have 
a thoroughly good time!

We are indebted to the vast team of helpers from the school and 

the community. Also, we are enormously 
grateful to all the *sponsors who contributed 
so generously to the day.

In terms of money-raising, the Strathblane 
out-of-school care program got the day off 
to a flying start by presenting a cheque for 
£1500 at the play-park opening ceremony, 
raised from their casino evening. They must 
also be thanked for organising and running 
the inflatable attractions during the day which 
kept many of the little ones flying!

The day continued with many acts of 
generosity and dedicated hard work: Special 
thanks must go to Mrs. Littler who donated 
all the proceeds from her craft stall to the 
school; to Gordon Ash from the CDT who 
organized the evening BBQ; to Mary Brailey 
who organized the stalls for the Gardening 

Club, the Allotment Group and Carbon Neutral Group; to Vivienne 
Mackay for arranging the Battle of the Bands and to George Thom 
for organizing all the evening bands. We are also extremely grateful 
to all the school staff that supported the event, with a special mention 
to Sandra Logan, Morven Bullock, and Mr. Thom.

Not only was this an enjoyable event it also raised around £6,000 
for the primary school and the play park project.

*We shall include the list of sponsors in the next issue.

Summer Fair a great success

Kate Moffat, Gillian Waugh, Claire Lanigan and 
Frances Ritchie present a cheque for the money 
raised by Out of School Care for the playpark.
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The next issue will be in 
September. The deadline for 
articles is 20 August 2010.

We welcome comments on 
anything that appears in the 
newsletter. Please write to 
the editor, Mike Fischbacher 
at:
4, Southview Road
Strathblane G63 9JQ
or email:
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk
( 01360 770716

To contact Stirling Council, 
phone 0845 277 7000
Email: info@stirling.gov.uk

v v v v v

Morag Roy

The 2009/2010 Session of the Rural 
has now finished. It has been a very 
interesting and enjoyable year with 

excellent speakers and demonstrations of 
various talents.

At the recent A.G.M. Mary Marshall 
was re- elected as President for another 
year.  A small Bring and Buy Sale to help 
with funds raised over £50.  

The Rural will commence again in 
September when it is hoped that new 
members will come and join us.   

VISION AID OVERSEAS

100 million people in developing 
countries need spectacles to live an 

ordinary life

Do you have any old specs?

Why not donate them to Vision Aid 
and help someone to see again?

There is a box in the library where you 
can leave them or you can contact:

Lorna Craigie ( 770521

Rural Access Service

The Rural Access Service supports 
people experiencing mental ill 
health to live a fulfilling life in 

their own local community.  To access 
this Service, you must be aged between 
18 and 65 years and live within the rural 
areas of Stirling.  

If you, or anyone you know, could 
benefit from this Service, please contact 
SDAMH on 01786 451203 or email: 
info@stirlingmentalhealth.org.uk. 

Calling all kids
Holiday club takes off 
in August

WOMEN’S RURAL

Patsy Fischbacher
. 

Stirling Council (SC) is currently 
working to produce a development 
plan for the SC area and the planners 

want our views. The first stage addresses 
the basic policies that will underpin all 
future planning decisions and so it is vital 
that we get involved at this early stage. 

Places change and grow overtime and 
SC is asking:  What kind of place do we 
want our area to be?  What do we not want? 
What changes are unavoidable?

There are numerous issues to be 
addressed. How much growth and why? 
Where should development go? The 
Council is required to consider sustainable 
economic growth; but what does 
‘sustainable mean’ and how do we allow 
for development whilst simultaneously 
retaining the character and quality of our 
environment?

Main Issues
The SC Main Issues Report states 

that Strathblane/Blanefield has Pressured 
Area Status, highlighting the need for 
affordable housing, and that there are 
landscape and Green Belt constraints 
that make it unsuitable for large-scale 
expansion outwith the current settlement 
boundary: this, combined with sewage 
constraints, means that there is a limited 
reason to allocate a strategic housing 
allocation here to meet the demands of the 
LDP.  However SC thinks that there may 
be scope to identify some land for housing 
mainly to provide a better tenure mix and 
affordability. Consideration is also being 
given to identifying Mugdock as a small 
settlement. 

Do we agree with this? How restricted 
is the sewage capacity?  Should Mugdock 
be a small settlement with a defined 
boundary? Should we be supporting the 
establishment of a regional park for the 
Campsie Fells?

There are three areas of land currently 
under consideration for development. 

What do you think about these?

• Park Place (STRA.B) – Seen 
as an infill site close to amenities but 
constrained by road access and on-street 
parking.  There may also be a risk of 
flooding from the adjacent burn. 

• Campsie Road (STRA.A) – 
Seen as one of the best opportunities for 
providing new housing in close proximity 
to local amenities and meeting some 
affordable housing needs. It is recognised 
that the Green Belt boundary is currently 
strong here and development would 
appear intrusive into the countryside and 
any development would require strong 
measures to mitigate this.  

• Ballewan Crescent (STRA.C) 
– Seen as a well contained site, some 
distance from local amenities, constrained 
by existing landscape features, and with 
problems regarding road frontage which 
affects site development capacity.

There are other issues, such as 
requirements for business space, shops, 
transport and travel, safety, and community 
identity.  

You can view the Main Issues Report 
and find out more about the process and 
comment online at www.stirling.gov.uk/
localdevplan. A copy of the 
report is also available in the 
library.   

Housing and Open Spaces 
Strategies

Concurrent with the 
Main Issues report there is 
consultation regarding Local 
Housing Strategy and Open 
Spaces.

• The Housing 
strategy addresses issues 
regarding assessing needs 
and demands for a good 
range of housing, including 
affordable and special needs 
housing; quality of housing; 
viable and sustainable 
communities; homelessness; 
practical problems inside and outside 
individual homes, and problems within 
neighbourhoods. 

For further information phone 01786 
442884 or visit www.stirling.gov.uk/
index/housing/localhousing/strategy.
htm. You can also fill in a questionnaire 
on line or pick one up at the library.

• The Open Space Strategy is about 
the use and value of open and green spaces 
in and around our communities. Parks, 
river banks, play areas (both formal and 
informal), and green networks etc, are 
recognised as contributing to the quality 
and wellbeing of local people as well 
as being important places for wildlife. 
SC want us to tell them how we rate and 
value the green spaces in and around our 

community in order to help them maintain 
and improve our area for the future. For 
more information phone 01786 442750 
or visit www.stirling.gov.uk/openspace. 
You can also fill in a questionnaire on line 
or pick one up from the library where you 
will also find a map identifying all the 
green spaces in our locality.  

Green Belt
An independent review of the Green 

Belt was recently carried out on behalf 
of the Council by Land Use Consultants. 
This has helped inform the Main Issues 
report and further work will be undertaken 
to inform the proposed local development 
plan. A copy is available in the library and 
on the Council’s website. 

Stirling Council Local Development Plan
Our views are needed

Shaded areas show potential development sites

Robert and Pat Davy at the LDP consulation day on 29 May

The Community Council is holding 
a meeting on 5 July, 7.30pm in 
the Kirkrooms to discuss these 
issues. Come along, listen to the 
discussion, and make your views 
known (see CC article on page 6).

This is part of the text of Murray 
O’Donnell’s memorial to Zena Sharpe 
at her funeral

We lost an old friend in May 
when Zena Sharpe passed away. 
Although she suffered from much 

pain and illness in her 
life she was never one 
to complain.

Although she was 
born in Gartmore 
village, Zena 
considered herself a 
real local since she 
moved here at the 
tender age of two! I 
wish that I could relate 
some of the stories 
told to me by Isobel 
Britton, one of Zena’s 
oldest friends. Zena 
well remembered 
her schooldays at 
Strathblane Public School which she 
attended until she was twelve. Once 
asked what her strongest memory was 
she recalled, laughing, that she was 
leaning against the high wall of the school 
playground, dangling her satchel in her 
hand when someone tickled her and she 
dropped her bag into the burn on the other 
side. “We all got the belt for that,” she said.

Zena was a Brownie first, then a guide 
at Blue Risk, with the late Helen Lillie as 
guide leader; and later spent many happy 

evenings at the youth club run by Bobbie 
and Mrs McCallum. One of the highlights 
of her time there was an Amateur Dramatic 
Competition with other clubs in the area. 

The war years had a great effect on 
Zena’s school days, whether from the fact 
that the teachers were all elderly because 

the younger staff had 
been called up, or 
because of the influx 
of refugees who shared 
their schoolrooms. She 
lived in New City Row 
during the war, apart 
from a short while on 
the Duntreath Estate. 
The evacuation to 
Duntreath was needed 
while the family 
house was rebuilt after 
having sustained bomb 
damage. The Sharpe 
family had particular 
cause to remember 

14/15 of March 1941, the second night of 
the Clydebank blitz, since it was on that 
night that a bomb blast brought the ceiling 
down in the bedroom of their New City 
Road house. Her younger brother Evan 
was sleeping at the time and Zena reckons 
that it was only the fact that he slept with 
the covers pulled over his head that saved 
him from severe injuries.

Zena started work in 1946 at 
McElhose university press and joined 
eight workmates, who became known as 

Zena Sharpe
the Macs girls. They would often come 
to Blanefield and  accompany Zena to the 
local dances, which were on every night of 
the week, whether it was old time dancing 
in the co-op hall or eightsome reels in the 
village club.

She taught many a youngster how to 
dance in the Edmonstone Hall. Jimmy 
Shand was just one of the famous names 
who pitched up to play for the locals. 
The girls would often stay at the Sharpe 
household and they not only brought their 
dance shoes and dresses, but in those days 
of rationing they would bring bacon and 
eggs with them. Zena’s father said this was 
their entry fee, the friendships continued 
beyond this, as they enjoyed holidays to 
the Isle of Man and Majorca. As the girls 
married and had children, Zena became 
part of their families. From the 1980s the 
girls would meet every four or six weeks 
for lunch and a chat, and to enjoy Zena’s 
sense of humour.

She was a member of the WRI,  the 
Senior Citizens Association, the Heritage 
Society, the Gardening Club, and the 
Wednesday lunch club; and she gave 
support and assistance to them all with her 
regular attendance and her willingness to 
help. I will miss Zena’s laughter on the run 
home from the Heritage Society meetings 
as we listened to one of Jean Keddie’s 
stories.

She will be greatly missed by family and 
friends and particularly by Lesley Gillies 
who visited her regularly for many years. 
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George Thom, Margaret Vass and 
Pam Campbell, Survey Partnership 
Steering Group

The report of the community planning 
survey is now out. So we now have a 
clearer view of what the community 

wants the future of the village to look like. 
The report includes the results of the self-
completion questionnaire, and a slightly 
abridged version of these is included with 
your copy of The Blane.

The origins of the research lie in 
an idea – promoted by Strathblanefield 
Community Development Trust, 
Strathblane Community Council and 
Stirling Council in partnership – for 
a local community development plan. 
Developing a community plan needs time, 
patience and good information. So the 
partnership commissioned a community 
planning research exercise. The job of the 
researchers was to carry out a questionnaire 
and a consultation process to make sense 
of its findings and the ideas, priorities and 
possible actions suggested by it.

The partnership has gone through the 
questionnaire results. We must say, there 
was so much information, some of it 
apparently confusing and contradictory, 
it wasn’t easy to see the wood for the 
trees. But Lowland Market Research, the 
consultants who carried out the survey for 
us, reassured us that this is normal from 
a survey as wide as this one, and they 
patiently guided us through the analysis 
until we had a clear picture. So, out of the 
chaos we have the germs of a plan!
What did the survey say?
The vast majority (96%) of people who 
filled in the questionnaire are happy about 
living in the village.

There are a huge number of suggestions 
about how and what we can do to make it 
better.

You would like:
• a more identifiable village centre
• to keep our green space
• more community social events
• better access to the hills
• a ‘greener’, more sustainable village
• a range of housing
• a community where all ages mix, live 

and play
• and lots more!!! As you can read for 

yourself by looking at the survey 
report.

So what happens next?
• The survey report and an executive 

summary are published on the village 
website. A hard copy is available in 
the library, and a copy will be sent to 
all the voluntary groups in the village.

• The results of the questionnaire are 
included with this copy of The Blane.

• We will be consulting on the issues 
identified as possible actions for the 
community to establish which of 
them have support. This will inform 
the draft plan. You will have seen the 

consultation taking place at the open 
day at the school on the 29 May and at 
the School Fair on the 5 June.

• The Community Development Trust 
will hold an open public meeting 
on 25 August in the Village Club to 
further consult on the Trust’s future 
direction.

• The Community Council will also 
discuss the issues at their regular open 
meetings.

• A draft Community Plan will be 
agreed by the partnership and made 
available for comment.

• The draft Community Plan will be 
presented to the Community Planning 
Forum (which includes all the main 
official agencies) to have it adopted as 
a Village Community Plan.

• Local organisations can then make 
plans for putting some of the ideas 
into practice.

Sifting through the evidence
The results of the survey came from a 
mixture of 289 completed questionnaires, 
several workshops and analysis.

Lowland’s professional assessment is 
that 289 questionnaires are enough to give 
us a very accurate representation of the 
village’s views. This gave Lowland Market 
Research the information to pull together 
the key priority issues and actions that 
are contained in their executive summary. 
In the process they consulted with the 
Community Council and the Community 
Development Trust. In addition, 102 
people who filled in the questionnaire 
and said they’d like to take part in further 
consultation were invited to a vision 
workshop: 23 of them were able to come 
and give their views.

A word of caution. Not all of the 
community suggestions made it into the 
action lists. For instance:
• The poor condition of the roads was 

expressed as a big concern for many 
people. But in discussions this didn’t 
come through as a priority for local 
action because people recognised 
it’s up to the Council to deliver an 
improved service with the resources it 
has at its disposal. 
Rest assured 
the Community 
Council will keep 
the pressure on 
the Council to 
improve the state 
of our roads!

• C o n s i d e r a b l e 
interest was 
expressed in the 
idea of an enhanced 
h a n d y p e r s o n 
service, but it didn’t 
come through in 
the discussions 
as a priority. 
The Community 
Development Trust 
may try and pick 
it up over time to 

see if we 
can support 
a business 
enterprise of 
some sort.

So none of the ideas and comments will 
get lost. But the process of consultation 
helped Lowland prioritise the issues that 
would make the biggest difference.
From plan to action
The partnership will be setting out their 
list of actions and plans within the draft 
Community Plan, which will be available 
for comment. Once the plan is agreed, 
it is vital that all organisations work 
together closely, encouraging voluntary 
action where possible and lobbying other 
agencies to take action where necessary.

As can be seen, prioritising issues 
isn’t easy. If you spot issues that you feel 
strongly about and want to get involved in 
developing them, feel free to bring them 
forward, along with your ideas for getting 
them done. There is more to be done than 
we have resources for, so if you want to 
see any of this happen you may need to get 
involved!

We will look forward to reporting back 
on the draft plan.
Thanks!
Thanks to everyone who filled in a 
questionnaire, went to a scoping or vision 
workshop, or spent time on the partnership 
steering group. Also to the funders – the 
Big Lottery, the Community Council and 
Stirling Council’s Community Planning 
Team – and to The Blane for distributing 
the questionnaires and publishing the 
results. And last but not least to Lowland 
Market Research who carried out the 
survey for us and patiently guided us 
through the whole process.

Report of community planning survey published

You can see the questionnaire 
results in the special insert 
included with this copy of The 
Blane

PILATES CLASSES
The Body Control Pilates classes 
run by Jane Meek in the Village 
Club will break for summer on 
Thursday 24th June and resume on Thursday 
26th August 2010.  

If you would like to join the 
group, please call Jane 
on 01360 771742 or 
07759 182236 or e-mail 
janemfr@tiscali.co.uk  

All ages and abilities
welcome.

The village is a good place to live ... but there are loads of ideas 
to make it better

COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS

Blanefield Ward
Joan Hoggan   770181
Willie Oswald   770497
Margaret Vass  770131
Fiona Murray   771497

Strathblane Ward 
Elspeth Posnett  770113
Alan Hutton   770537
Marion Lever  770536

Mugdock Ward 
Philip Graves     0141 956 1954
Dick Arnold   770006
John Gray  771031
Patsy Fischbacher 770716

cc@strathblanefield.org.uk

Margaret Vass, Chair

Time flies as it seems only yesterday 
that I was doing the last update for 
The Blane and the Community 

Council has been busier than ever. I am 
delighted to say that we are now only 
1 community councillor short. Since 
the last edition Marian Lever and Patsy 
Fischbacher have become full members.

 
The village looking good

As you know our minutes and agendas 
are on the web site but a lot goes on out 

with our 
m o n t h l y 
meetings. 
I do hope 
that you 
have seen 
our new 
v i l l a g e 
w e l c o m e 
b o a r d s ; 
and saw 
the spring 

bulbs in the tubs which were so bright 
and colourful, so colourful that one of our 
very young residents picked two tulips 
to take home to his Mum who, though 
embarrassed, said they looked lovely in 
the house! We negotiated a good deal 
with Oakwood Garden Centre and have 
just planted up the tubs for the summer. 
We have been supported in this by a 
grant of £50 from CSV Action Earth 2010 
supported by Morrisons Supermarkets.

Our grant applications for equipment 
for community use have been successful 
and the full list of what may be hired 
from the library is shown on page 26. We 
have agreed a small donation to pay for 
replacement equipment.

Speeding traffic
Dealing with the speeding traffic on 

the A81 is one of our continuing priorities. 
The traffic calming around Station Rd 
seems to be effective in slowing the traffic 
from the south but traffic from the Killearn 
direction still needs to be slowed and we 
are pressing for the next phase, which is the 
roundabout at Ballewan. Money for roads 
improvements will be tight and we have 
asked to meet with roads officials and our 
elected members so that we may prioritise 
what money is available to ensure that it is 
put to the best use. One of the best ways of 
slowing traffic, although a bit frightening 
at times is to park on the road when we 
are shopping if walking isn’t an option. 
The police are going to get tough with 
drivers parking on pavements but we are 
concerned that this may jeopardise local 
businesses and we are working with our 
councillors to try and achieve a parking 
bay at the Glasgow Road shops.

Looking forward
We are working in partnership with the 

community development trust to develop 
action points to take forward from the 

village survey which is included 
in this edition. These actions 
are critical to the future of our 
village and will be a valuable 
input into the local development 
plan for our village and the 
whole Stirling area. I hope that many of 
you will have gone along to the open day to 
give your views but if you didn’t manage to 
go along we will be having a single item 
agenda for our meeting on the 5th July 
in the Village Club at 7.30pm so that as 
many members of the community can 
express their views as possible. We will 
agree our comments to Stirling Council 
at our meeting on 2nd August in the 
Village Club. Our comments will also be 
placed on the village website.

Planning applications
Commenting on planning applications 

on behalf of the community still takes up a 
lot of our time. We generally 
oppose applications in the 
greenbelt and continue to be 
concerned about the amount 
of garden ground being lost 
to new houses being built in 
gardens. We have attended two 
Planning Panels in Stirling so 
that we can listen to the views 
of councillors when deciding 
on applications in our area. 
John Gray represented the 
Community Council at the 
Planning Appeal hearing into 
Stirling Council’s refusal of 5 
new homes in the greenbelt 
at Mugdock which was held 
at the Country House Hotel. 
We worked with the Mugdock 
Association to make our case 
in support of the Council. We 
should know the result in mid 
June.

Working with the community
We hope that in the next edition we 

will be reporting on a successful village 
action day and we are pleased to report 
that we are one of a hundred groups to be 
successful with securing a grant of £250 
pounds from CSV Action Earth SNH 

Biodiversity Awards supported 
by Scottish Natural Heritage 
Supporting International Year 
of Biodiversity which promotes 
practical conservation and 
environmental projects.

Recently we assisted the 
Parent Council with the School 

Crossing Patrol which was caught up in 
the bureaucracy of changing departmental 
responsibilities at Stirling Council. If there 
are other organisations, or individuals, 
experiencing similar kinds of difficulties, 
do get in touch and we will do our best to 
assist you. You can contact an individual 
member or you can e-mail us (see below 
for details). 

Please come to our meetings to find 
out what goes on, we will be having a 
real push in the coming months to try and 
encourage some young people to join the 
community council as we really need their 
views to truly represent the views of the 
community.

Community Council update

The Community Council and Community Development Trust 
enjoy a social get-together in the interests of joint working

Bearsden and Milngavie no longer have 
an emergency pharmacist available on 
Sundays.

There are two pharmacies within 
reasonable distance that provide evening, 
Sunday and holiday cover:

Lloyds Pharmacy
Open 9am -11pm every day

except Christmas day and 1 Jan when it 
is open 11 – 3pm
263 Alderman Rd 

off Lincoln Avenue 
Knightswood
( 0141 959 1914

♦♦♦♦♦

Morrison’s Pharmacy
Mon & Tues: 8.30am - 9pm
Wed - Fri: 8.30am - 10pm

Sat: 8am - 9pm
Sun: 9am - 8pm

901 Crow Road, Anniesland
( 0141 959 5689

For details of Sunday and public holiday rotas, 
see notice at store entrance or in local press.
Emergency dispensing: all night, on Sundays 

and public holidays, contact local police.

Emergency pharmacies
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Sven Rasmussen, Scottish Wildlife Trust

On 20 March this year, the ancient 
woodland of the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust’s (SWT) Ballagan Glen 

Wildlife Reserve had a new extension 
added.

For some 10 years, an area on the 
eastern slopes has been under a Forestry 
Commission Woodland Grant Scheme. 
It had been hoped that the ash woodland 
would extend into the eastern slopes, but 
the bracken has become so dense that 
young trees are unable to establish.

We therefore decided that nature 
needed a helping hand, and so 500 young 
ash trees were transplanted from the 
western side of the glen to the treeless area 
on the east. The work was carried out by 
SWT Conservation Teams and a group of 
keen volunteers who have a regular work 
day on the first Saturday of every month at 
the nearby SWT reserve, Loch Ardinning. 
We were very lucky to have a lovely sunny 
early spring day, which made the work all 
the more pleasurable.

The young trees were taken from areas 
on the western slopes where the seedlings 
and saplings are growing too closely 
together for all of them to survive, and 
moved across the burn to the planting site. 
Protective tubes were placed around all 
of the trees; these will protect them from 
browsing roe deer, and will be removed 
once the trees grow out of roe-reach.

The bracken will also have to be 
controlled to give the trees a chance, so if 
you’re ever up there for a walk, do feel free 
to pull out any bracken in the tree-planting 
area!

We’re planning have another tree-
planting day next spring (likely to be near 
the end of March 2011), so do keep your 
eyes open for notices of this.

Many thanks to the volunteers who 
helped with the tree planting, and Alistair 
Bain of Ballagan Farm for assisting with 
delivery of materials and equipment.

Ballagan
Gurgling through green Ballagan Glen,
’Mong hazels tangled wild,
Wild eddying through each darksome den,
Nature’s own undefiled;
The angler seeks thy shady pool
To throw his subtle snare;
In thy soft bower in the evening cool
The lover woos his fair.

The poet in thy silence dreams
O’er flowers of thousand dyes,
While silvery sounds of falling streams
Blend with white lambkins’ cries
And there stern science too doth go
To view the wondrous plan;
How God through centuries dim and 
low
Built up this earth for man.

Unprofaned by the rabble crew,
Long may’st thou dream in peace
Untrod save by the thoughtful few,
Let flowers and ferns increase,
Queens of the glens, Ballagan green,
Beauty is still thy dower,
Hide sweetly ‘neath thy leafy screen,
‘Mid sungleams or soft shower.

Thomas Thorpe, 1829–1892

Drawing of 
Ballagan 
House and the 
Spout dated 
1884 from 
John Guthrie 
Smith’s The 
Parish of 
Strathblane

David Morgan

The Blanefield Wine Academy played 
host to Dave Powell of Torbreck 
Vintners during his recent visit to 

Scotland.
Dave worked in Scotland as a 

lumberjack in the Torbreck Forest in the 
Highlands, before returning to the Barossa 
valley in South Australia where he worked 
for the Rockford winery. He founded his 
own winery in 1994 and his endeavour 
is based around the classic Barossa 
Valley varietals of Shiraz, Grenache and 
Mourvedre. His love for these Rhone 
grapes has resulted in additional plantings 
of Viognier, Marsanne and Roussanne.

He names his wines with a Scottish 
theme, and the guests of the Blanefield 
Wine Academy were able to taste a range 
of wines from his estate. A white wine, 
suitably named the Woodcutters Semillon, 

was followed by five red wines. The Cuvee 
Juveniles is named after a cult Parisian wine 
bar. It is a blend of Grenache, Shiraz, and 
Mataro (known as Mourvedre in France.) 
This was followed by The Steading, and 
then The Struie (100% Shiraz and named 
after a hill by the Glenmorangie distillery 
in Tain). Finally, The Factor was followed 
by his top wine called RunRig – during 
his lumberjack days Dave heard Runrig 
playing in the Altman Bar in Tain. RunRig 
the wine is 97% Shiraz and 3% Viognier.

The evening was voted a great success 
by all the guests.

Fine Australian wines with a 
Scottish note

The Blanefield Wine Academy 
offers wine and spirit courses. 
For more information contact 
david_g_morgan@hotmail.com.

Junction worries
Anonymous

I live in Station Road and would like to 
give an opinion on the new layout of 
Station Road/Glasgow Road.
 What a waste of money! The supposed 

chicane, if you could call it that, does 
little to slow oncoming traffic as it passes 
Netherblane. It only slows larger vehicles, 
which while that is a good thing, it does 
nothing to slow cars and vans. Turning 
left out of Station Road is now even 
more of a hazard than it was before. With 
the pavement widened and the junction 
brought forward, turning left now means 
that even in the average sized car you cross 
the white line into the oncoming traffic. 

The improvements have done nothing 
to aid visibility and have only made exiting 
left even more of hazard. Larger vehicles 
are at even more risk now when turning 
left and that includes estate sized cars and 
vans as they cross even further onto the 
wrong side of the road and into oncoming 
traffic. I myself have already had at least 
three close calls when turning left.

There is only one solution, and one 
alone, traffic lights. On the occasions 

when traffic lights have been used on a 
temporary basis on this junction it has 
made life so much easier and safer. The 
councils claim of having to slow traffic 
down as it approaches the village is 
nonsense. When the lights are correctly 
placed they are visible as you approach 
and you have ample time to slow.

This situation needs addressed as even 
more of an urgency now, before there is a 
head on collision as someone tries to turn 
left out of Station Road.

Letter to the editor...

David McNally
Community Police Officer

During the summer months, policing 
in Blanefield and Strathblane 
takes on a whole new dimension. 

Mugdock Country Park and the surrounding 
areas suddenly become busy again.

Whilst day trippers visiting this area 
may not realise it, there are a number of 
distinct areas around Mugdock Country 
Park, each with their own issues which 
require to be managed and policed.

Mugdock Country Park is the quietest 
of these areas. With organised events and 
activities, the park is well managed and 
patrolled by rangers who rarely have to 
contact police for assistance. 

Around the perimeter of the park 
however are Loch Ardinning managed 
by the Scottish Wildlife Trust; Craigend 
Farm, a privately owned farm which is also 
a site of special scientific interest and the 
lochs at Craigallian and Carbeth. Whilst 
on the face of it these areas seem quite 
quiet and sedate, they do present myself 
and my colleagues at Balfron Police Office 
with a number of challenges.

The area around Dumbrock (Abies) 
Loch within Craigend Farm is often 

frequented by large groups of youths from 
the Milngavie and Bearsden areas. Large 
groups of people also frequently camp in 
this area. The issue with these visitors is 
the mess many leave behind. Trees 
are often cut down to make camp 
fires, cheap tents are simply 
discarded on the farm land and 
the amount of beer bottles, food 
packaging and other litter has to 
be seen to be believed.     

Along with the land owner and 
Scottish Natural Heritage, we are 
targeting the problem by frequently 
visiting Craigend Farm and dealing 
with offenders robustly. We do however 
require the assistance of the public to 
tackle this problem. 

You may be one of the many 
people who frequently visit 
Craigend Farm to walk the dog 
or get some fresh air. If you do, and you 
see others behaving in a manner which is 
damaging to the area, report it. Do not get 
involved, but as soon as possible contact 
Central Scotland Police and let us know 
what the problem is. A similar problem 
has existed at Loch Ardinning in the past. 
I would also encourage vistors here to 
report any behaviour which is damaging 

to the area.

A different problem exists at Craigallian 
and Carbeth Lochs. Both these lochs 
are run by private clubs as members 

only fisheries. The lochs are 
stocked at the start of each season 
with several thousand pounds 
worth of  trout. Over the course 
of the summer, poachers account 
for the theft of a large amount of 
fish from these lochs.
Spotting the poachers is easy. 

Members of both fishing clubs only 
fish the lochs by boat. Anyone fishing 
from the bank is doing so illegally and 
is effectively stealing the fish. Whilst 
again, local police visit these lochs 
as much as possible, we do need your 
assistance. Should you find yourself in 
the area of Carbeth Loch (adjacent to 

Cuilt Brae) or Craigallian Loch (adjacent 
to the West Highland Way at the west side 
of Mugodock) and see fishermen on the 
banks, report it.   

These problems are not insurmountable. 
With regular police patrols and your 
assistance we can tackle the issues which 
have a profound impact on the Mugdock 
area during the summer months. 

Tree planting at Ballagan Glen

In a note on Thomas Thorpe’s poem, Alison 
Dryden wrote: ‘Ballagan, which means 
a sheltered or lown place, is noted for 
the Spout of Ballagan and the geological 
phenomena known as the Ballagan Beds. 
In bygone days, there was a castle at 
Ballagan possibly built in the 16th century 
by one Walter Stirling. In Guthrie Smith’s 
day there was no trace of the castle except 
for an old yew tree. There was also a mill   
the Kirkland Mill which is marked on 
Blaeu’s map of 1654   but again there is no 
trace left of it.’

View from the Police office

Murray O’Donnell

For the last meeting of the year the 
Heritage Society presented ‘A 
hundred and fifty years of water’. 

This consisted of a film and a short talk 
on the water pipeline from Loch Katrine 
to Milngavie waterworks. It was followed 
by a taster from author Hugh McArthur 
on his latest book about King Arthur 
relative to this area (see article on page 
21).

We look forward to more from Hugh 
when the new season starts. We also look 
forward to seeing you then; please come 
along. A warm welcome awaits you. 

I am to blame for causing some upset 
and not noting the misspelling of 

Hauxwell in the class photograph in the 
March issue. Who could ever forget Ty 
and Butch Hauxwell, Trevor’s parents? 
Butch was a legend at Killearn Hospital 
as a physiotherapist. 

Other errors were Jeanette Wilson 
when it should have been Cathy. Joyce 
Murray is in the back row; in the second 
row Ray Benson stands next to Jean 
Carmichael; Mary McPherson is the girl 
second from the right, and in the front row 
next to Neil Campbell is Ian McLaughlin 
from Dairy Cottage.

Speaking of that photograph, the class 
teacher (not shown in the picture) was 

Agnes Higgins who is now 97 years old 
and lives in Milngavie.

She is the aunt of Grace Edmonds 
who says that Agnes loves visitors and 
would be glad to see any former pupils.

Neil Cameron

My ancestors were fond of 
keeping scrapbooks, and 
as they were involved in 

shipping, many of these scraps 
were to do with other famous 
shipping families.

I came across this little snippet 
whilst carefully sifting through 
various boxes in the hope of finding 
some more of the little pieces of the 
jigsaw puzzle that go to make up 
my family stories.

I imagine that the cutting is 
from the Glasgow Herald.

January was never the best 
month for house sales, but how 
desperate do you have to be to 
take 40% off the value of your property? 
Yarrow's would have been a highly 
profitable business at this stage of WWI 
so it shouldn't have been on that account. 
Could it have been for tax reasons?

Sir Alfred must still have been alive, 

A housing crisis, a photo 
stooshie and a review

otherwise he would have been referred to 
as ‘the late’.

Given that it was countryside almost 
all the way from Glasgow to Blanefield, 
could a car of those days have done the 
journey in half an hour?

Patsy Fischbacher

Phase 1 of the playpark project is 
now complete and the children have 
been enjoying themselves on the 

new equipment. Fundraising events at the 
Summer Fair were a huge success – thank 
you to all who gave so generously. 

We are now working towards phase 2 
which is to purchase and install a flying 
fox (aerial runway), embankment slide 
and picnic area. We will be working with 
Stirling Council over the summer to get 

these installed in the autumn. 
Thank you to all those who have put 

so much time and effort into making it all 
happen. Special thanks must go to Linda 
Barclay without whose drive and enthusiasm 
none of this would have happened.

We URGENTLY need volunteers to 
thin the woodland area below the playpark 
to make it visible from the surrounding 
houses to deter vandalism. Please get in 
touch with me if you can help (770716). We 
do not want a repeat of the destruction of 
the previous equipment.

Good news about the playpark
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Helen Smith

For over a year now a group of women 
from the area have been playing a 
friendly game of 5-a-side football 

at the Balfron Campus sports hall on a 
Thursday evening from 8 to 9 pm. We do 
not take ourselves too seriously but enjoy 
the chance to run around chasing the ball 
each week and maybe all get a little fitter 
in the process.

The group is varied in age and ability, 
we don’t keep score and the players 
on each side will change each week 
depending on who is available to play. 
You don’t even need to know anything 
about football! Many of the women hadn’t 
played the game until our Thursday group 
was started. Currently we have about 15 
women on our list. An email is sent out 

each week to find out who is available to 
play and then we arrange to car-share to 
Balfron. Most women on our list live in 
Strathblane/Blanefield, but we do have 
one from Bearsden and another from 
Lennoxtown! As we all have busy lives 
we often don’t get ten players together on 
any given week so we would like to hear 
from any women in the area who would be 
interested in joining us.

No special kit is needed, just a t-shirt, 
shorts/jogging trousers and trainers. Cost 
is only £3 each week you play. Why not 
arrange to come along one week and see if 
you enjoy it? As an added incentive we are 
talking about going to the Blane Valley for 
a drink afterwards sometime soon.

Any interested women can contact 
me on 771879 or email at: biggroove@
hotmail.com.

Footballing women
Graeme Ross

May and June 
are great 
months at 

the tennis club. The 
coaching is in full 
swing, the league 
matches are on every 
week and the BBQ 
has regular outings. 
Even the weather this year has been pretty 
good for tennis. No blazing sun yet but 
mostly dry. The Met Office keep telling 
us that this is going to be the long hot 
summer we have been waiting for. Whilst 
this would be very nice, I still wouldn’t be 
betting my house on it.

Anyway, if the sun does shine, we 
will be in a much better position to take 
advantage of it as we have been doing some 
major pruning work on the laurel tree that 
grows to the side of the clubhouse. It has 
been there for a long time and had really 
started to dominate the whole area and 
reduce the sunlight getting through. We 
managed to find a man with a chainsaw 
and gave it a pretty good haircut. It is quite 
amazing how much foliage there is when 
you chop down a few big branches, and 
some sterling work was done by a posse 
of members who cut it all up and burned 
the smaller stuff. The larger logs were 
all spirited away to keep the home fires 
burning as they say. All good fun and now 
we have a much larger area to sit in the 
sun, particularly in the mornings.

We have been delighted to welcome 
some new members 
this year and as 
ever would want to 
remind any new or 
existing residents 
that everyone is 
very welcome to pop 
along to the club for 
a hit or a chat at any 
time on a Saturday.

You can contact 
me on 771571.

Tennis Club

Susan McDonald

The Bowling Club opened for the 
2010 season on the weekend of 
17–18 April with both ladies and 

gents events being blessed with good dry 
weather. We were pleased to have a good 
number of visitors from our neighbouring 
bowling clubs to swell the numbers on 
the green. At the ladies opening we were 
honoured with the attendance of Dorothy 
Heaney, District Secretary for the West of 
Scotland Bowling Association and Emma 
Mackie, Secretary for the Scottish Women’s 
Bowling Association. Also present was our 
own club member Eileen McCaig who 
has the honour of being President of the 

Strathblane Bowling Club

Scottish Women’s Bowling Association.
Eileen also held her President’s Day 

at Strathblane, with visitors from all over 
Scotland receiving first class hospitality, 
a game of bowls in the afternoon and 
entertainment in the evening.

On 30 May the club was host to top 
bowlers from all over Scotland prior to 
them taking part in the International 
Series. This was a chance to see top-
ranking Scottish bowlers in action.

Anyone wishing to try their hand at 
bowling should contact the club or me, 
Susan McDonald, on 770063.

Coaching is available on a Monday 
evening by arrangement.

Kate Baxter

The last few 
months have 
seen much 

activity at the Fun 
Hut. The parents 
had a blast from the past at the Skool 
disco social night/fundraiser in April at 
the Edmonstone Hall – the uniforms and 
playground games in particular providing 
endless amusement.

In March, we said farewell to one of 
our playleaders, Vicky, as we wished her 
well with her new job. We were fortunate 
to be in a position to replace Vicky after 
the Easter holidays with Elaine Holmes, a 
popular and experienced childminder from 
the village. Elaine joins Jennie in the task 
of entertaining the children and providing 
a wide range of stimulating activities for 
them to enjoy.

We have also been delighted to welcome 
along more new members and hope that 
they will find the Fun Hut a welcoming 

place in which both the children and their 
parents/carers can meet and make a wide 
circle of friends from our local community.

As the summer holidays approach, the 
Fun Hut members are starting to wonder 
how they will entertain their little ones for 
six whole weeks, and maintain their social 
network! Before the end of term, we do 
have our popular annual family barbeque 
to look forward to on Saturday 19 June at 
Mugdock Park. All are welcome!

The Fun Hut

The Fun Hut is on every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday during term 
time between 9.30 and 11.30 am in the 
Kirkrooms. All pre-school children/
babies and their carers are welcome to 
join us for all or any of these sessions. 
We already play host to parents, 
grandparents, nannies and childminders 
(and the children), so please drop in for 
a cup of tea to find out more, or contact 
Katie (771125) or Kate (771149) if you 
would like further information.

Lynn Wishart

I took over the Guides five years ago 
when there was the strong possibility of 
them having to close, and this decision 

was one of the best I have ever made. I am 
a strong advocate for any type of youth 
organisation as I believe it benefits not 
only the children involved but the parents 
and the local community. Taking on Guides 
was quite a different experience for me as 
until then I had been an officer in the Junior 
Section of the Boys Brigade and for a short 
spell a Leader in the local cub pack before 
leaving to have my second son.

I have learned a great deal over the past 
five years from weekly meetings with the 
girls, training courses, camps and other 
outside activities in the community and 
have enjoyed every minute of it. I have 
also experienced the friendship and help 
of many people involved in the Guides, 
and I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank them all for their kindness over 
the years. It has been a privilege to watch 
young girls mature and grow up into young 

ladies and to have been part of their life for 
a short spell.

Finally I would say to anyone thinking 
of taking over the Guides – don’t think 
about it – just do it. It is a tremendous 
experience.

Thank you.

It’s goodbye from Guide leader Lynn

Jane and Claire

Keeping Hearts Safe
Craig’s legacy

At their recent AGM Strathendrick 
Rugby Club were presented with 
vital life-saving equipment. The 

presentation was made by the Craig 
Hodgkinson Trust, which has raised 
money over the past couple of years to buy 
defibrillators for sports clubs.  This piece of 
equipment greatly enhances the possibility 
of surviving a cardiac arrest.  The Trust was 
established by Strathblane couple John and 
Diane Hodgkinson in memory of their son 
Craig, a very fit Royal Marine, who died 
of cardiomyopathy while playing rugby for 
the Navy.

Diane presented the defibrillator to 
Colin Gregor – a local current Glasgow 
Warrior – who started his rugby career 
playing for Endrick and also held Craig in 
very high esteem, both as a rugby player 
and friend.

Eleanor Forrest has agreed to take 
over as Guide leader.

News flash

The future of Brownies in Strathblane
Jane McCallum

As many of you know, Claire and I 
are leaving Brownies at the end of 
term. Hazel Campbell and Ruth 

Reynolds had planned to take over and have 
spent the past year helping out and learning 
the ropes so they wouldn’t be flung in at 
the deep end as Claire and I were. Due to 
a change in Ruth’s family circumstances 
(the early arrival of a lovely baby boy) 
she is unable to commit to Brownies at 
the present time. Unfortunately there was 
a very poor turnout to the meeting held in 
April to look at the situation. Hazel will run 
Brownies only with the committed support 
of at least two other parents. So far one 
parent has expressed an interest. Due to the 
number of Brownies, at present 26, four 
adults are necessary each week to allow the 
evening to run smoothly – Hazel, two unit 
helpers and a parent on parent rota. 
Activities
Another year has flown by and we find 
ourselves getting ready for summer 

holidays when it feels as winter has just 
left us. This time of year is always busy 
with school trips, dancing displays and 
long evenings keeping the Brownies busy. 
However, we’ve managed to have a busy 
and varied programme with something for 
all the girls, despite this being a short term.

The annual village clean-up was again 
a great night and the weather was once 
again kind to us. In true Brownie tradition, 
we didn’t find much litter and every tiny 
piece of paper was dived on by a stampede 
of Brownies. The park, football field 
and old railway line have never been so 
clean! Thanks to all relatives and friends 
who sponsored the Brownies or gave a 

donation. The money raised is a great 
boost to funds and helps us to organise an 
end-of-term party.

The recent run of good weather 
allowed us to go out for a walk to one of the 
highest points in the village. As part of the 
Adventure 100 challenge we could choose 
to take a photo from the highest point 

in our local area to earn points towards 
the Adventure 100 badge. Fortunately 
Dumgoyne was out of the question! We 

had a great night and 
took lots of photos – 
any ideas where this 
picture was taken from?

We are also hoping 
the PC McNally will 
come to speak to us 
about safety before the 
end of term and this 
will also earn us points 
towards our badge. And 
as part of the centenary 
celebrations we took 
part in ‘Brownies Take 
Over the Tracks’, an 
event held in Bo’ness on 
Sunday 6 June – it was 
an exciting day out!

Hellos and goodbyes
We say hello to Eilish and Roisin who have 
recently joined us at Brownies and a sad 
farewell to Allulah-beth who left in April 
after she turned 10. We also say cheerio and 
thank you to Sigrid who has helped every 
week during her year-long stay in Scotland. 
She returns to the Netherlands hopefully 
with as many new ideas as she has given us!

And of course it’s goodbye from Claire 
and me as we hang up our uniforms after 
six years of being Brown Owl and Tawny 
Owl. We’ll definitely miss Brownies as it’s 
been a lot of fun! Thanks to all the parents 
who have helped us over the years and of 
course to the girls themselves who came 
along with such enthusiasm every week. 
We wish all our Brownies past and present 
every success for the future. Bye!

We shall include an interview with 
Jane and Claire in the next issue - Ed.

No more helpers, no 
Brownies!
Without a firm commitment from 
other parents Brownies will not be 
able to resume after the summer break. 
Please contact Claire (771816), me 
(771281) or Hazel (771447) if you wish 
to discuss helping at Brownies.

Some very enthusiastic Brownies reach a 
‘high point’.

Did you know that you can 
withdraw cash from your bank 
(except RBS) at the Post Office 
at Browns Shop in Old Mugdock 
Road for no charge? The PO is 
open Mon-Fri: 9am - 5.30pm; Sat: 
9am - 12.30pm. 

Visit the Community Website @
www.strathblanefield.org.uk
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Johanna Hall

What do you get if you combine drawing, photography, 
fabric printing, poetry and sewing? Throw in 22 eager to 
learn, have a go Primary 3 children and what you get is 

a whole class quilt.
Working alongside myself over a four-week period Strathblane 

Primary School’s Primary 3 class have been hard at work thinking 
about what makes them happy. They started off drawing some 
fantastic pictures of the things in life which made them smile and 
which had a story behind them. There were lots of pictures of 
the family, animals and pets and even the world from space! The 
pictures were then transferred onto fabric.

Week 2 saw the class doing digital photography and using 
some clever computer filters to put their images onto fabric. Week 
3 was all about re-using and recycling polystyrene containers to 
make stampers. Then after a bit of practice it was time to get 

stamping on fabric with paint. 
Between the sessions the children 
wrote wonderful poems on fabric 
based round their names ... these 
were all added to the quilt.

Week 4 saw all hands on board 
for some 
s e w i n g . 
M y s e l f , 
Anne Scott 
and Freda 
H a m i l t o n 
all got our 
s e w i n g 
m a c h i n e s 

out in the class and all the children got 
to finish off sewing their own panel. The 
individual panels were then assembled, 
under the management of Curtis, into an 
order which everyone was happy with, then 
the quilt was pinned together. (This means 
at the end of term each pupil can take their 
own work home). The finished result is the 
most wonderful and original quilt. Each 
panel is as unique as the child who made 
it; their individual personalities and stories 

shine through.
My favourite thing about the quilt 

is something you can’t even see. Each 
child was asked to write a wish for the 
world which was tucked inside their 
panel before it was sewn up. So not 
only does the finished result look great 
on the outside ... it’s filled with great 
stuff too! Well done to Miss Allen and 
the P3 children for all their hard work 
and ideas. If you were at the school for 
the Summer Fair you may well have 
seen P3’s fantastic colourful creation.

Filled with wishes ...
Primary 3 makes a class quilt 

Schools, charities and community 
groups can apply for products and 
end of range materials through the 

B&Q Waste Donate Scheme. B&Q operate 
this scheme through all stores within the 
UK, donating products it has not been 
able to sell such as slightly damaged tins 
of paint, off-cuts of timber, odd rolls of 
wallpaper and end-of-range materials. 
Donated products should benefit the local 
community and the environment and can 
not be resold. Due to Health & Safety 
constraints electrical, petrol and gas items 
are not available for donation. 

Applications must be made directly to 
B&Q stores and can be made at any time. 
The waste donation scheme is co-ordinated 
in store either by the environmental 
champion, Duty or Warehouse manager 
who will keep a Waste Donation Form on 
file for interested groups.

Further details: 
www.diy.com/diy/jsp/bq/templates/

content_lookup.jsp?content=/aboutbandq/
socia l_ responsibi l i t y _2007/waste_
donation.jsp&menu=aboutbandq

DIY Equipment
B&Q Waste Donation 
Scheme (UK)

Wendy Hamilton

As mentioned in the last issue of 
the Blane, I plan to hang up my 
neckie at the end of 2010. The 

timing coincides with the end of the Guide 
Centenary, the Guide accounting year 
and the 20th year of my commitment to 
Girlguiding. Whilst I am handing in my 
notice as Rainbow leader, I will still be 
around to give advice and assistance to the 
units in the village, should they survive this 
rocky patch. 

I began as a Brownie Leader, in 
King’s Park, in September 1990 - starting 
as Snowy Owl, then Tawny Owl and 
‘promoted’ to Brown Owl in the late ‘90s. 
I left King’s Park to live in Jordanhill but 
continued the weekly commute to the 
southside, to keep the Unit going. When I 
moved to Strathblane, I had to concede 
that it would be too ardruous.

My desire was to teach and work 
with children - I hardly imagined as a 
20-year-old that I would still be here and 
so involved in Guiding. In my opinion, the 
point of being a leader was never because 
‘my child is in that particular unit, so I’ll 
be leader for the duration of their stay and 
then leave’. I only ever had a child in my 
unit for 2 of those years.

The traditions of Guides and Scouts 
have had to move with the times, fitting 
in with the numerous other hobbies that 
children/parents undertake these days. 

People have 
precious little 
time in their 
lives in 2010 - it 
is worth noting 
that the current 
Guide and 
Scout leaders 
work their lives 
around their 
units and your 
children - they 
have busy lives 
too.

T a k i n g 
on the role 
of Guide, 
Brownie or 
Rainbow leader is investing in the future 
of your daughters. We have a unique 
situation in Strathblane - the girls don’t 
want to leave Guides once they turn 14 
- the older girls have started their own 
Senior Section so they can continue onto 
adulthood. There has been nothing more 
rewarding for me than seeing the girls 
who were once shy Rainbows, turning into 
confident and happy Guides.

I hope that my children can continue to 
attend Guides and Scouts throughout their 
childhood and into their teenage years - 
the alternatives as they reach adolescence 
are too worrying to think about. We need 
to work together as a village/community 
to ensure that these units do not close.

Rainbows

Clockwise from above: James Forrest shows 
his design for the quilt; Johanna with Roisin 
Brogan; Kyle Holmes and his drawing; 
Primary 3 with the finished product.

Beavers had a great time on the climbing wall 
at Auchengillan Outdoor Centre

A year of contrasts from the bitterly cold winter, to violent storms which brought 
this tree down in Old Mugdock Road closing the road for two days; to warm, 
sunny weather that has nearly dried up the burn. The children have even been 
able to play in the school playing field and these mothers and children were able 
to paddle in the burn which was not much more than a trickle.

Balfron Barracudas

This chap (maybe he’s not a chap), 
photographed by Cliff Murray, 
managed to survive the winter

The Balfron Barracudas have had an exciting past few months.  In 
November we became ClubSport Stirling’s ‘Club of the Year’ for 
2009/10.  To accept the award, Head Coach Harriet Floyd and 

two members of the team took part in the awards ceremony at Stirling 
Castle, receiving the trophy from double Olympic gold medallist Dame 
Kelly Holmes.  February saw us co-host, in conjunction with Active 
Stirling, a UKCC Level 1 coaching course at the Balfron campus.  As a 
result, the club now has an additional five coaches to join the established 
team.  Finally, we have since held two time trial club nights where our 
swimmers, coaches, committee and parents contributed to well organised 
and highly enjoyable evenings.  For further information on the club, 
contact: www.balfronbarracudas.org.uk 

Our photograph shows Lewis McFarlane, Harriet Floyd, Mo Miller 
and Sheila McFarlane.

A small, informal group from here 
and Killearn has been formed to 

investigate the feasibility of completing the 
cycle track from Kilsyth to link with the 
national network. It involves opening up 
the overgrown and boggy section of the old 
railway between here and Dumgoyach.

We are currently arranging a meeting with 
Scottish Water to discuss the technicalities 
and, if the venture looks doable, we will set 
up formally to look for funding.

Cycle track 
link plan

Do you have any 
photographs of the 
Summer Fair, particularly 
the evening events, BBQ 
and concert? 
   Please send them to 
us by 20 August as we 
would like to have more 
coverage of the event in 
the September issue.
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DHL

Meadow pipits are the classic WBJs 
(wee brown jobs) which drive 
learner birdwatchers daft. They 

are almost totally anonymous in appearance 
being a mixture of grey, brown and creamy 
streaks and blotches which appear to vary 
in shading according to the ambient light. 
Moreover their song is a simple tsi-tsi-
tsi or tsee-tsee when they are 
disturbed as you walk along 
a burn in rough open ground 
anywhere in the valley. There 
is no shortage of meadow pipits 
about: the Scottish population is 
around 1-1.6 million breeding 
pairs, making them one of 
the commonest land birds in 
the country. Meadow pipits 
are about 20–25 cm long and 
weigh 15–22g (males being a 
bit heavier than females). Size-
wise this places them around 
that of a chaffinch.

Meadow pipits are resident throughout 
the year but are supplemented by 
continental birds arriving in mid March 
for the breeding season. Our local birds 
will move down from the mountains to the 
coasts for the winter. During this season 
they are most commonly seen around the 
shores of Scotland and also throughout the 
Forth–Clyde valley.

Pairs of meadow pipits breed widely 
in the valley, often within 100 metres of 
each other in rough grassland and heather 
moor. They lay some 3–7 eggs at a time 
and incubate them for 12–14 days before 
hatching. Once a successful brood is raised 
another is often begun and raised before 
autumn weather interrupts the process. 
Such is the routine life of a meadow pipit. 
It is not an easy one as they are prey to 
stoats, weasels, herons, raptors, crows etc., 
etc., but their sheer numbers mean that the 
species as a whole is not in any immediate 
danger. They do, however, have another 
hazard to face in the summer from a most 
unexpected quarter in the form of that 
most iconic of our summer visitors: the 
common cuckoo.
Cuckoos
Common cuckoos 
arrive here about 15 
April every year from 
their winter haunts in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 
Little is known of their 
behaviour in Africa 
as it is a quiet retiring 
species very similar 
in appearance to a 
local African (non-
migratory) cousin. Moreover, because 
of its habits (described below) it is not a 
species which can easily be ringed to 
permit its migration routes and habits to be 
followed with any ease.

Cuckoos are about 32–34 cm long (+ 
a 12-15 cm tail) so are similar in size to 
sparrowhawks and kestrels. They weigh in 
at some 95–140g, the male being heavier 
than the female in contrast with the raptors 
where the reverse is true. They are pale 
blue in colour with barred underparts. 

Flight patterns are direct and rapid. The 
cuckoo in flight is often confused with a 
sparrowhawk. Some 2100–4400 cuckoos 
arrive in Scotland every year in April to 
early May. The males’ call is familiar to all 
and is a classic portent of summer.

Cuckoos are a very successful species 
and are widespread throughout Northern 
Eurasia from the Atlantic fringes to the 

Pacific Ocean and 
Japan. All are 
migratory, spending 
their winters in 
Africa and SE Asia.

In Scotland they 
tend to concentrate 
in the North and 
West of the country 
where their presence 
has been recognised 
in folklore for 
centuries. After 
breeding they 

return south in individual pairs or in 
small groups of adults, often as early as 
late July. Cuckoos are 
insectivorous, being 
especially partial to 
caterpillars (including 
the hairy varieties). 
The main local risks 
for cuckoos, apart from 
predation by raptors, are 
habitat loss affecting 
host species and 
changes in availability 
of preferred insect food. 
The numbers arriving 
in the UK each year 
are falling significantly 
for reasons which are 
hard to understand. It may be because of 
increasing competition for food in tropical 
Africa, increasing breadth of the Sahara 
Desert which they require to traverse in 
either direction each year or less successful 
overall breeding success in recent years. 
For whatever reason or reasons, there is 
increasing concern about the long-term 
future of this iconic species in the UK.

Absentee parents
The breeding behaviour 
of the common cuckoo 
is frankly bizarre! 
They parasitise other 
birds, notably meadow 
pipits, pied wagtails, 
robins, dunnocks and 
blackbirds. The most 
common (unwilling) 
host is the meadow 
pipit. Female cuckoos 
fly along slowly looking 

for occupied pipit nests. They then wait 
until the nest is briefly left unguarded 
whereupon the cuckoo flies in, steals an 
egg and replaces it with one of her own. 
She then flies off and eats the stolen egg, 
leaving the new (cuckoo) chick to hatch, 
clear the nest of all other eggs and chicks 
and await feeding by its new surrogate 
parents.

Cuckoos tend to specialise on individual 
host species and thus the female cuckoo 
will fly off to seek another meadow pipit 

nest to parasitise. Such specialism has led 
to the development of colour-coordinated 
eggs by females. However, this has yet to 
occur in those cuckoos which prefer to lay 
their eggs in dunnock nests, suggesting 
that this prey species is relatively recent in 
an evolutionary time scale.

Female cuckoos lay up to 25 eggs each 
year but spend no energy in bringing up any 
of their brood. Once eggs are deposited in 
a surrogate parent’s nest all responsibility 
on the cuckoo’s behalf for its offspring is 
given up and the parents feel free to return 
to Africa! Easy parenting indeed! When 
the cuckoo chick is fully fledged it then 
takes flight and follows its true parents 
some six+ weeks later to Sub-Saharan 
Africa by means which must be entirely 
innate, as they have no way of recognising 
that they are indeed even cuckoos!

The breeding biology of cuckoos is 
well understood but some aspects have 
been poorly studied and we have only scant 
information about the migration routes 
taken by the chicks reared, as they are, by 

surrogate parents. Clearly the 
system works well enough to 
maintain a relatively stable 
population base of adult 
cuckoos arriving each year 
in Northern Europe. It seems 
an amazing and hugely 
energy-inefficient journey 
to make each year for the 
vicarious pleasure of several 
brief episodes of intercourse 
followed by depositing 
several eggs in another’s nest 
then to scarper back at high 
speed to Africa! One wonders 
what the evolutionary origins 

of such a policy must have been. Truly 
nature is stranger than we can possibly 
imagine.

Meadow pipits and cuckoos

Wanted to Rent

by local animal rescue charity

on a long-term lease

25-30 acres of rough grazing

To secure the right land we 
are willing to pay above the 

going rate as recommended by 
DEFRA

Thank you

Tel 07748 351287
SC 036986

Common cuckoo

Meadow pipit feeding cuckoo 
chick

Meadow pipit

The British Trust for Ornithology nest 
recording scheme reveals that they had a 
lot of reports of parents abandoning their 
nests and chicks, probably due to the bad 
weather and food availability. The RSPB 
have had similar reports.

If you have nesting boxes in your 
garden you might have seen this happen.

The Magic Cloak
Primary three and four have published books and plays which are on view in the 
local library.  Primary four wrote plays and primary three wrote fiction books.

Right: someone was 
caught reading a 
superior publication on 
the Peak in Hong Kong. 
It shows how absorbing 
the Blane is when the 
reader can ignore the 
fantastic view behind! 
Understandable.

Scout Camp at Barrwood near Stirling. The scouts were joined for the one of their 
three days by the Beavers who came up on a day trip. They all had mince and tatties for 
dinner and the left over potatoes made potato scones on that night’s campfire.

Tricia Rae

This is a picture of lupin seedlings 
growing in Castle Compost. The Packet 
of seeds was found when a garage was 

being cleared out. They were dated 2002. 
Castle Compost works! I have used it for 
plant pots and mulching the garden with 
good effect. There are no weeds growing in 
it. It also keeps moisture in the ground in dry 
weather, reducing the need to water. 

Girls’ (right) and boys’ 
loos in the school have 
been decorated by some 
of the parents.
  Surely there must 
be queues outside the 
toilets for a good part 
of the day with all that 
reading material?

Castle Compost

Bobby Poole in action at the summer fair.
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This reader discovered a renewed 
appreciation of home after a trip of near 
misses.

Like many in the village, one of the 
compensations of having close 
family living abroad is the excuse 

to visit some beautiful places and if that 
can be combined with moving to warmer 
climes in the midst of a cold Scottish 
winter, so much the better.

With that in mind we set off in February 
to visit relatives in Fiji, New Zealand and 
Australia when Blanefield was in the 
grip of the coldest spell for many years. 
Everyone we spoke to in Australasia had 
heard of the cold weather in the UK and 
were sympathetic and we tried not to 
sound like whingeing Poms. There were, 
however, a few comments on how we were 
lucky to live in a country with a stable 
environment (the economy excepted) and 
a ‘soft’ climate. Our holiday experience 
proved interesting and made me reflect on 

whether we take too much for granted back 
home.

We awoke one morning in Auckland 
to the news of the Chilean earthquake and 
to learn that the entire east coast of New 
Zealand was under a tsunami warning. 
People near the coast were faced with 
evacuation from their homes and there 
was a complete ban on any activity close 
to beaches. The tsunami when it arrived 
was fortunately a minor event (about 1 
metre in height) causing minimal damage, 
but like everyone else, we experienced 
the feeling of uncertainty not knowing if 
a major disaster would strike. Of course 
this is just another fact of life for the many 
millions who live in the volcanic regions 
of our planet.

A week later we were in Fiji which 
was still recovering from a hurricane that 
struck the islands in December. Then 
came news of a tropical cyclone alert and 
we waited to see if Fiji was in its projected 
path. For three days we listened to weather 
updates, then it became clear that the Fiji 
group would be struck by cyclone Tomas 
(now a category 4 hurricane). Category 
4 meant there would be gusts near the 
hurricane’s eye exceeding 250 kph.

A 24-hour curfew was put in place and 
the hurricane passed through the island 
group causing considerable damage on 

one of the main islands and to the smaller 
islands to the east. Fortunately the main 
centres of Suva and Nadi escaped the 
worst effects.

Australia was next, where we 
experienced an earthquake in Adelaide. 
It was 4.2 on the Richter scale, which, 
although small by many standards, came 
as a complete surprise to visitors and 
locals alike.

But the main issue for many parts 
of Australia is the lack of water. South 
Australia has had decent rainfall recently 
but is still recovering from almost four 
years of severe drought. In some parts of 
the state, there was an egg timer in the 
shower to make sure you washed for no 
more than three minutes. No watering of 
gardens or washing cars is allowed here.

Finally our journey home from Hong 
Kong came within a whisker of being 
disrupted by the eruption of the volcano in 
Iceland.

We call it the holiday of near misses as 
we seemed to miss any serious disruption 
but perhaps we are lucky in other ways 
by avoiding the extremes experienced 
elsewhere. Our maritime climate is on 
the whole pretty comfortable despite last 
winter’s cold spell and although I would 
happily live in any of these countries, it is 
nice to come home.

Count your blessings
Mary Brailey

Friday evenings just won’t be the same 
for us gardeners over the summer – 
the Gardening Club has come to the 

end of its annual programme of monthly 
talks.

At our March meeting Carol Rowe 
gave an illustrated introduction to her 20-
acre garden at Kilarden on the Rosneath 
peninsular, and shared 
her jaw-dropping wealth 
of knowledge about the 
rhododendrons there. And 
prior to the club’s Annual 
General Meeting on 30 April, 
an expert of another stripe, 
Ian Ferguson of the Scottish 
Beekeepers Association, had 
us bee-witched, bothered and 
bee-wildered (sorry!) with 
his talk about the history 
and practice of bees and 
beekeeping.

Outgoing club secretary 

Freda Hamilton has put together an equally 
varied programme of events for next year 
to tempt non-members to give the club a 
go. The programme will start on Friday 17 
September, when John Wilson will come 
along and talk about Making a Garden 
for Wildlife. You can see details of his 
event and the rest of the programme at the 
club’s page on the village website: www.
strathblanefield.org.uk.

In the meantime, we will 
be enjoying several garden 
outings during the summer.

Over the year, the club 
has also been lending the 
green-fingered kids at the 
school a helping hand, as well 
as growing enough plants 
to make a record £1,600 
contribution from plant 
sales to the Spring Fayre 
fundraising event on 8 May, 
and taking part in the school 
summer fayre on 5 June.

Now that Freda has (so 

Gardening Club

Susan McDonald

At long last the weather is showing 
signs of warming up after what 
has been a very prolonged cold 

spell. My greenhouse is bursting at the 
seams with all the plants having to remain 
cocooned from the night-time drop in 
temperature. Gardeners, like farmers, are 
never happy with the weather. It is too 
cold, too hot, too wet or too dry and as I 
write this it is too dry. This is great for us 
but not for the plants. With this in mind, if 
you are planting anything try to incorporate 
some compost with the soil in order to help 
moisture retention.

As the soil is now starting to warm up, 
if you have some bare patches in the garden 
and need something cheap and cheerful to 
fill the space, try a packet of the poached egg 
flower (limnanthes douglasii) or a packet of 
mixed annual flower seeds. Rake the patch 
of ground where you wish them to grow, 
sprinkle the seeds, water in and within a 
short time you will have a colourful crop 
of flowers which will smother the weeds.

If you grow hellebores many self seed. 
To help them along, clear the soil around 
the plants, loosen gently with a fork, or 
spread compost over it for the seeds to drop 
into. Transplant the seedlings later in the 
year to give them room to develop.

To extend the season of any early 
flowering shrub such as weigela, forsythia, 
azalea and camellia, sow late-flowering 
clematis through them. When the clematis 
starts to sprout in the spring, gently guide 
its stems forward over the shrub taking 
care not to break the fragile young shoots. 
You can either weave the stems into the 
shrub or tie them loosely with string. Leave 
it to romp over the shrub.

The Chinese trumpet flower (incarvillea 
delavayi) is a fast-working and quite 
exotic-looking flower for some glamour in 
the border. They are sold as pre-packed tap 
roots in bulb catalogues. From planting in 

March they develop a tight rosette of leaves 
followed from late May into June with bold 
trumpets of flowers 18in tall, commonly 
in bright cerise pink but there is a lovely 
white variety called Snowtops.

The garden centres are now full of 
bedding plants of every type and colour 
to tempt us to fill planters and hanging 
baskets. Remember whichever one you 
are planting you will need something to 
give height, such as a geranium or upright 
fuchsia, something to trail, like lobelia or 
petunias and something to fill in between 
such as busy lizzies. The colour scheme is 
down to you whether matching, toning or 
clashing. Express your personality.

What must not be neglected is the 
watering and it should be a daily routine 
in the summer, sometimes requiring twice 
a day if it is really hot. Compost is darker 
when wet so you can usually tell at a glance 
which pots are drying out.
Things to do now
• Sprinkle granular fertiliser around 

clumps of spring bulbs or add liquid 
feed to your watering can and drench 
the clumps. Bulbs should be left to die 
back naturally as the leaves continue 
supplying food to the bulb so they can 
produce flowers next spring.

• Deadhead camellias and 
rhododendrons if the flowers have not 
dropped off naturally, being careful not 
to damage any new shoots emerging. 
Feed the plant with a reputable plant 
food.

• Prune pyracantha, forsythia, flowering 
currants and chaenomele after 
flowering.Tie plants into supports.

• Divide primulas, sow foxgloves, 
wallflowers and other biennials.

• After the end of May it should be safe 
to plant out dahlias and tender bedding 
plants.

Here’s hoping for a barbeque summer!

ably!) served her term as club secretary, 
we’re looking for someone to step into her 
shoes – if you decide you can contribute 
to the club by taking this on for a year or 
two – it’s a thriving club, with a friendly 
and hard-working committee – please get 
in touch with club president Tom Turner on 
771433.

Julie Swann, Margaret Fleming and 
Sheena Turner enjoy the sunshine on the 
visit to John Wilson’s Mugdock garden

Carol Rowe enthuses 
about rhododendrons

Summer splendour
Morag Roy

The 2009/10 session of the Rural has 
now finished. It has been a very 
interesting and enjoyable year with 

excellent speakers and demonstrations of 
various talents.

At the recent AGM Mary Marshall was 
re-elected as President for another year. A 
small bring and buy sale to help with funds 
raised over £50.

The Rural will commence again in 
September when it is hoped that new 
members will come and join us.

Women’s Rural

Music, art, history 
and nature in 

Mugdock line-up

The Mugdock Music Fest will be 
happening from 21 to 26 June at 
the Country Park. Enjoy a week 

of great live music celebrating a wide 
range of musical genres performed by 
Scottish musicians. This year’s festival 
formula differs from previous years 
with all concerts indoors. There will 
be two performances each evening, 
and on Saturday during the day local 
musicians will have the chance to 
compete for the Erne Parkin Award, 
which recognises up and coming local 
talent.

Later in the summer Allander 
Artists will have their annual Art 
Exhibition in the Country Park from 
17 to 25 July.

Mugdock Castle’s refurbished 
south-west tower is open each weekend 
(2–5pm) from May to September. 
And did you know that 2010 is the 
International Year of Biodiversity? For 
a full list of all the countryside and 
entertainment events lined up in the 
Park for the summer, pick up a ‘What’s 
On’ leaflet or visit the website at www.
mugdock-country-park.org.uk.

Diary Dates
Community Council
5 Jul (Kirkrooms), 2 Aug (Village 
Club), 6 Sep (School), all 7.30 pm
Community Development Trust
Open consultation meeting on 
community survey, and AGM
25 Aug, Village Club
Fun Hut Family BBQ
19 June, Mugdock Country Park
Forth Valley Open Studios
21–26 June, various
Summer Exhibition
6 Jun – 15 Aug, Smithy Gallery
Allander Artists Exhibition
17 – 25 Jul, Mugdock Country Park
Gordon Wilson Exhibition
22 Aug – 26 Sep, Smithy Gallery
Carbon Neutral Group
15 Jul, 19 Aug, 7.30 pm, phone 
771613 for venues
Allotments Group
24 June, 7.30 pm, Village Club
Gardening Club
17 Sep, 7.30 pm Kirkrooms
Reading Club
17 August, 8 pm, Library

If you’d like to include the date of your 
own event or club meeting, please 
get in touch with the editor, Mike 
Fischbacher, on 01360 770716 or at 
theblane@strathblanefield.org.uk. 

Information supplied to the village 
website for the What’s On section, or 
to the library for its events diary, will 
automatically be displayed in both.

Allotments update
Mary Brailey

The allotments group is still in the 
process of negotiating for a site and 
putting funding applications together. 
The group’s now up to 21 members 
and continues to hold its monthly 
meetings on Thursday evenings in the 
Village Club. If you want to join the 
group or would like to put your name 
down for an allotment, just come along 
to a meeting or get in touch by email 
at allotments@strathblanefield.org.
uk or phone me on 771613. The next 
meeting is at 7.30 on 24 June.

Please don’t dump your garden rubbish 
in the nearest burn. It causes huge 
problems with flooding and someone 

eventually has to clear most of it away for 
you. It blocks culverts and adversely affects 
the water, damaging plants and fish. The 
bottom of the playpark field suffers major 
problems of flooding because of garden 
rubbish building up where the burn narrows.

If you regularly have more garden 
rubbish than will go into your brown bin, 
you can order another from Stirling Council 
(see the number in the box on page 4). 
Alternatively, you can take it to the amenity 
site in Balfron, just behind the Co-op. It 
is open from 5–8pm during the week and 
10am–2pm on Saturdays.

What to do and what 
not to do with excess 
garden waste

Stirling Council newsletter

It’s been almost a year since Stirling’s first 
ever Core Paths Plan was adopted and 
we are well on the way to starting to get 

things done on the ground! Richard Barron has 
worked hard to put a sign and gate contract in 
place.

This means we can now order up 
fingerposts and waymark arrows to help direct 
people to their core paths. We can also order 
Know the Code signs, Please Shut the Gate 
signs as well as the SOAC land management 
signs to help landowners manage access 
on their land and to remind access takers of 
their responsibilities. Hopefully over the next 
months you will start seeing signs and gates 
coming to a path near you!

Over the next couple of months our 
intrepid surveyors will be out on the paths 
capturing all the data we need to effectively 
manage the core path network. Say ‘hello’ if 
you meet them on your local route!
Become a Maintenance Volunteer

Do you ever spot a sign that needs the 
lettering repainted or a gate that needs 
tightening when you inspect your paths and 
think – “I could just fix that if I had the tools?”

If the answer is “Yes” then we may soon 
have the answer. Would you like to become a 
path maintenance volunteer? This is something 
we have wanted to get off the ground for 
a long time and you may remember filling 
out questionnaires in the past to let us know 
what you thought of the idea. We were always 
met with a resounding “Yes” so we are now 
looking at working with partner organisations 
to set up training for you to do just this.

Core paths 
update
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Ian Brown

Strathblane’s own energy efficiency 
project has been running for some 
months now, with the advisors, Philip 

Graves and Alan Sharpe, regularly working 
throughout the area. They’ve made contact 
with nearly 200 households to date, 
resulting in 25 surveys and insulation 
installed in 14 homes so far. During the 
cold weather the team took thermal images 
of the majority of homes, so now each 
report the team produces is accompanied 
by at least one thermal image of the house.

From early June the team’s efforts 
will be bolstered by the arrival of the 
Government’s Home Insulation Scheme 
(HIS). The scheme is being rolled out 
across rural Stirlingshire and expects to be 
in the Blane area for about three months. 

Assessors will visit every home and will 
offer a very cost-effective package of 
insulation measures backed by both power 
companies and Scottish Government 
funding:

Philip Graves says ‘The offers are 
very attractive; don’t miss out on the free 
loft top-up – during my visits I’ve found 
that many homes will benefit from the 
additional insulation and you can’t beat 
free!’

Another important feature of the 
HIS programme is the provision of some 
enabling measures free of charge. These 
measures, including for example providing 
scaffolding for cavity wall insulation and 
creating or enlarging loft hatches, are 
included in an attempt to ensure that these 
otherwise significant cost items don’t 
prevent insulation work being carried out.

Home insulation gets even 
cheaper
Blane Valley Energy Efficiency Project update

Insulation offer
If your home is suitable, you may 
be offered:

• Loft insulation for £125 
or even free of charge 
to certain eligible 
householders,

• Free top-up loft insulation if 
you already have some (over 
60mm but less than 160mm) 
loft insulation, irrespective 
of the size of your loft,

• Cavity wall insulation 
for £99 or even free of 
charge to certain eligible 
householders.

If you want to arrange a visit 
from the HIS assessors you can 
contact them on:

0800 512 012

Both the HIS assessors and Philip 
and Alan will carry photographic 
I.D. Don’t let anyone into your 
home without checking.

I became interested in my clan history in 
my early thirties and I was immediately 
struck by the ancient claim that Clan 

Arthur (and Clan Campbell) are descended 
from Smervie Mhor, the son 
of King Arthur who was born 
in the Red Hall at Dumbarton 
(the Fortress of the Britons). 
To my very limited knowledge 
it appeared bizarre that one of 
Scotland’s oldest clans (there 
is none older, save the hills, 
MacArthur and the Devil) 
could claim descent from such 
a legendary figure and I set 
about searching for a plausible 
explanation.

Without doubt, King 
Arthur originates from 6th 
century Welsh (or Brythonic) 
tradition, yet I was initially 
unaware that during this 
period Welsh was the language of all 
the indigenous British mainland tribes 
including the Picts. Indeed, Welsh remained 
the native language of the Kingdom of 
Strathclyde and the Lennox until around a 

thousand years ago. Through my research 
I have become absolutely convinced that 
the original Arthur is one Artur MacAedan 
who died in battle around 590AD (Life 

of Saint Columba). Artur 
was the son of Aedan 
MacGabhran, King of Scots, 
Lord of Aberfoyle and Prince 
of Forth and father to Blaan 
(or Saint Blane) the founder 
of Strathblane and Dunblane.

In 1998 my parents 
moved to Blanefield and 
obtained a copy of the local 
history map. Again, I was 
immediately struck by the 
date of 570AD marked on the 
map at the Ardinning battle 
site on Craigmaddie Muir. 
This was a perfect date and 
locale for Artur MacAedan 
to be involved and some 

quick research produced a local belief that 
the battle had indeed been conducted by 
King Arthur. Further digging suggested 
that the battle had raged around the outcrop 
at Dunglass – a crush of horse and human 

bones were 
uncovered during 
excavations for 
the railway.

A full account 
of this fragment 
of Artur’s story 
has now been 
published in a 
local history/
landscape guide 
titled Arthur’s Battle on the Moor: An 
Ancient History of Strathblane. This is the 
first booklet in a series of five available 
from the Milngavie Bookshop, Loch 
Lomond Shores Gateway, Waterstones in 
Glasgow or direct from me (email hugh.
mcarthur@clannarthur.com). The second 
booklet, The Arthurian Lake: A Secret 
History of Loch Lomond, has also been 
released and I hope the third publication, 
Arthur’s Battle against the Whirlpool: An 
Ancient History of the Corryvreckan, will 
be available later in the year.

Further articles on King Arthur and 
Clan Arthur are available free at www.
clannarthur.co.uk.

Arthur fae Scotland
Hugh D.P. McArthur, Seanachie (historian) to Clan Arthur

David Pickett
David, the Flanders Moss Reserve 
Manager, explains what’s being done to 
help us appreciate the charms of Flanders 
Moss.

How do you show people a bogland 
nature reserve that is fragile and 
hazardous to walk over, and which 

local people think is dangerous to visit?
That’s been our challenge at Flanders 

Moss National Nature Reserve (NNR), 
which lies some 16 kilometres (10 miles) 
west of Stirling. For the last six years, 
we’ve been working to overcome the ideas 
that people had about the place and show 
them what a wonderful location lies within 
an hour’s drive of most of the Scottish 
population. This work reached its peak 
recently with the opening of a seven metre 
(23 feet) high viewing tower that provides 
spectacular views across the moss to the 
surrounding hills and mountains.

Hundreds of years ago, Flanders Moss 
played a vital part in local people’s lives, 
when it was used for stock grazing or 
folk were involved in peat clearance and 
drainage works. But in the last 150 years 
the site has been pretty much closed off 
to all but a few local people who worked 
around its edges.

It was, therefore, a big step in 2006 
when we put in an all-abilities path and 
boardwalk to give people open access to 
a small part of the moss. Locals from the 
surrounding villages of Kippen, Thornhill, 
Port of Menteith and Arnprior quickly 
adopted it as their local walk in an area 
where there are few way-marked routes to 
follow.

The boardwalk has been excellent at 
giving folk a close-up view of the colourful 
tapestry of the bog surface. It’s provided 

a safe, comfortable way to satisfy 
people’s curiosity about the moss 
and to enable arts-based education 
projects that weren’t possible before.

But the sheer scale of this large 
site wasn’t visible to visitors, and 
this made it more difficult to explain 
the full story of the reserve. Flanders 
Moss also has a role to play in the 
local economy, which tends to miss 
out on the tourist traffic that passes 
through the villages between Loch 
Lomond and The Trossachs National 
Park and the attractions of Stirling.

So we decided to build a viewing 
tower that would pull in more 
visitors and allow us to interpret the 
spectacular views across the bog. After a 
long process, the tower was built by local 
companies using local Scottish oak, with 
the help of funding from Forth Valley and 
Lomond LEADER.
Memories of the Moss
The tower and boardwalk have changed 
the way that people will connect with 
Flanders Moss in the future. But we were 
also aware that, in the recent past, the few 
locals that knew the moss had looked on it 
in a very different way.

So, alongside the tower project, we’ve 
been running an oral history project to 
capture memories of the moss that go 
back towards the start of the 20th century. 
People had tales to tell of collecting gull 
eggs, harvesting sphagnum moss, peat 
cutting, game shooting and grazing stock. 
These tales not only make Flanders more 
interesting to visitors today, but also carry 
valuable information about how people 
worked the moss in the past, which can 
influence how we manage the site in the 
future.

A second project involved four local 
schools (both primary and secondary), a 
nursery school, a playgroup and a local 
poetry group. They used some of these 
tales and memories along with their 
own visits to the moss to record their 
impressions in words.

The schools worked with local poets 
and a rap artist, and used styles such as 
ballads, haiku, rap and nursery rhymes. 
They captured what they think of Flanders 
Moss on a DVD that’s being distributed 
locally.

In recent times, local people’s views of 
Flanders Moss have completely changed. 
Ask people in Thornhill today what they 
think of Flanders and it would be very 
different to what they would have said five 
years ago. We hope the tower will give 
more people the chance to appreciate the 
wild, peaceful atmosphere of the moss, 
which lies just a short trip away for so 
many people.

To find out for yourself what makes 
Flanders Moss so special, go to the www.
nnr-scotland.org.uk website for further 
information on the reserve and details of 
how to get there.

Towering adventure on Flanders Moss

Eric McArthur, Duntreath Estate

The plight of the honey bee worldwide 
is approaching critical proportions, 
with bee populations in trouble in the 

USA, mainland Europe and the UK. Our 
local bee colonies are no exception.

In America, beekeepers can’t supply 
sufficient colonies to meet the pollination 
needs of the soft fruit and almond 
industries. The colony losses being 
reported there are around 50% annually. 
The shortfall in pollinators has been met in 
recent years by the annual importation of 
tens of thousands of colonies of bees from 
Australia. The honey bees in mainland 
Europe are also in trouble, with annual 
colony losses running at 25–50% in some 
regions – many beekeepers have lost all of 
their bees.

Much research into colony losses is 
being carried out all over the beekeeping 
world and there are many theories. In 
America beekeeping has been carried 
out on an industrial scale for many years, 
with the result that the bees have been 
subject to great stresses: they are trucked 
thousands of miles inter-state by road to 
fulfil pollination contracts and to secure 
a harvest of honey from different widely 
spaced sources.

The widespread use, many say abuse, 
of agricultural pesticides and herbicides 
is suspected as a contributing factor for 
the losses. So too is the new generation of 
genetically modified crops, like oil seed 
rape and cotton. These have particular 
toxins incorporated into the plant to protect 
it from predators, which unfortunately 
ultimately become immune to these plant-
produced poisons.

Other culprits are diseases specific 
to the honey bee like varroa and the 
brood diseases, as well as new diseases, 
like nosema ceranae, which have been 
introduced in imported bees and which 

attack the bee digestive system.
In Europe the research is beginning to 

demonstrate that new systemic pesticides 
are a major contributing factor. Following 
France and Germany, last year the Italian 
Agriculture Ministry suspended the use 
of some of these, and the restored bee 
populations which followed prompted the 

government to uphold the ban.
Scottish bee colonies lost
Closer to home, honey bee colony losses in 
Scotland are currently running at 45–75%, 
with instances of even very experienced 
beekeepers losing virtually all of their 
colonies. As elsewhere, the causes are 
the subject of conjecture; pesticides 
are high on the list. Varroa is 
viewed as a major threat, as is the 
recent serious outbreak of brood 
diseases which appears to have 
been introduced into Scotland due to 
importations of queen bees from many 
different countries.

The poor weather pattern of recent 
years can also be accepted as a major 
contributing factor for Scotland’s honey 
bee losses. The bees have been inhibited 
from foraging, resulting in slow or non-
existent colony build up. New queen 
bees, essential for colony survival and 
development, have been extremely difficult 
to breed successfully. Queen bees mate in 
flight so the need for settled weather during 

the breeding season is paramount. The run 
of unfavourable summers in recent years 
has begun to take its toll as many colonies 
are now headed by queen bees which are 
reaching the limit of their effective lives. 
In order to thrive, a colony of bees requires 
to have a queen not more than two winters 
old. Many beekeepers are now finding that 
their colonies die out during the winter 
or as the number of bees in the hives just 
dwindle away due to poor spring weather 
inhibiting the bees from collecting the 
pollen necessary for colony build up.
Local bees succumb
The honey bees in the Duntreath Castle 
apiary have suffered high mortality rates 
over the past 3–4 years. The loss of the 
heather at the Lettre at Killearn due to the 
predation of the heather beetle was also a 
major setback, since the bees after 2003 
could no longer benefit from the late honey 
and pollen resource which was a crucial 
factor in successful over-wintering.

Unfortunately the wild bee colony 
which had been in residence for many years 
at the Glengoyne Distillery at Killearn 

also succumbed this year, due to the 
severity of the White Christmas 
dream which ultimately turned out 
to be a nightmare for all non-skiers!

Unless weather patterns become 
more favourable and honey bee disease 

treatments improve dramatically, and more 
honey bee colonies can be produced for 
wider distribution throughout the country, 
the outlook for Scottish beekeeping is not 
particularly good. The government shows 
no real interest in the plight of the honey bee. 
There are too few beekeepers, and too few 
honey bee colonies, which are becoming 
more and more isolated for queen mating 
purposes. This situation could result in a 
severe inbreeding problem which can only 
exacerbate the present position.

Plight of the honey bees 
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The continued survival of a small 
colony of black grouse on Dumbrock 
Moor looks increasingly tenuous, 

but if you’re a dog walker, there may be 
something you can do to help them.

Black grouse are one of Scotland’s 
most iconic and charismatic birds. Many 
people will know that these birds have 
suffered such a rapid decline in numbers 
that they have become a very rare sight in 
our countryside.

But perhaps not everyone is aware that 
Dumbrock Moor is one of the few places 
that still has these birds, albeit in very 
small numbers. The mixture of woodland, 
heath and bog on the Moor helps to meet 
the range of habitats and 
food sources the birds need 
at different times of the 
year – conditions that have 
been improved by the return 
of cattle grazing in recent 
years. However, although 
habitat conditions on the 
Moor are pretty good for 
the birds, they are suffering 
from climate change and from being 
chased off their nesting and feeding areas 
while they are trying to raise their young.

We appear to be experiencing wetter 
springs and summers and this has a 
draining effect on the physical condition 
of the young of many species of birds and 

Help the black grouse of Dumbrock
Alan McDonnell, Central Scotland Black Grouse Group

mammals, with black grouse chicks being 
no exception.

However, the way we decide to enjoy 
Dumbrock Moor could have the most 
direct impact on these beautiful birds. 
The moor is a part of Craigend Farm and 
is well used by walkers enjoying time in 
the outdoors, but between April and July 
it is also a place where black grouse are 
trying to keep their eggs warm in their 
nests on the ground and then to raise their 
chicks. It is a period of frenetic work for 
the adult birds as they strive to juggle the 
need to feed, shelter from the weather and 
protect themselves and their young from 
predators. The same is true for many other 

birds like skylarks and snipe 
that can also be found nesting 
on the ground in moorland 
areas like Dumbrock.

Given that these birds 
spend almost all of their time 
on the ground, it is easy to see 
how people with dogs running 
loose scare them away from 
their nests and disrupt their 

already busy day. If this happens too often, 
the result can be eggs that fail to hatch 
or chicks that die of starvation because 
they’ve been separated from their parents 
or because the adults haven’t had enough 
time to find food for them.

Dogs can be especially disturbing 

to grouse as they look like intimidating 
predators to the birds and are often drawn 
to run extremely close to investigate the 
unusual sight or smell of a black grouse.

If you could take the following steps 
when you visit Dumbrock Moor 
between April and July, you could 
make a big difference to the black 
grouse that nest there:
• Keep your dog on a lead or under 

close control if you’re in the less-
visited parts of the Moor, to the 
north or east of Dumbrock Loch 
during these months.

• Keep to the informal footpaths, 
especially in June and July, when 
there may be nesting females and 
young birds present. Mornings and 
evenings are particularly sensitive 
times.

• If you do see a black grouse, pass 
by quickly and quietly, keeping 
your distance (and your dog’s 
distance!) as much as possible to 
avoid disturbing the birds.

The Scottish Outdoor Access Code has 
further advice on dog walking in areas 
used by wildlife: www.outdooraccess-
scotland.com.

Mione Morrison

Over the last few months we have 
been very busy with more and 
more rescues, ranging from gerbils 

to another donkey. The family of gerbils 
– Mum, Dad and three babies not yet 
out of the nest – came as unwanted pets. 
They are all beautiful and the adults are 
very young, probably brother and sister. 
The three babies are now beginning to 
move out of the nest and have their eyes 
almost open. Unfortunately the mum will 
probably already be pregnant again. The 
boy babies will be moved in with their dad 
as soon as they are old enough to prevent 
further babes. We will start handling them 
regularly once they are more mobile.

A new pair of cockatiels are living 
opposite our old cockatiel Cheeky before 
all of them move into a new custom-built 
cage. They are called 
Eragon and Saphira – I 
am sure several of you 
will have read Christopher 
Paolini’s book!

A new African Grey 
parrot has taken up 
residence near Orinoco, 
our Orange-winged 
Amazon parrot. Bahni 
is a wonderful talker, 
chattering throughout the day and into 
the evening. He is so funny with some of 
the words he comes out with. He is very 
affectionate, allowing lots of cuddles, but 
it is very disconcerting because he was 
born with a deformity to his neck which 

means he is capable of standing with 
his neck on ‘upside down’. He can stand 
correctly but then twists his head around! 
Three beautiful parakeets are now with 
our other small birds also in lovely big 
custom-built cages allowing them all to fly 
short distances.

We lost one chinchilla 
but another was rescued 
along with three Syrian 
hamsters yet to be named. 
One of the hamsters has 
gone to be looked after by 
a young volunteer and has 
been named Pepper. This 
little hammy was born 
with only three legs but 
manages fine. Amongst 
the larger ‘wee furries’ 
we have taken in several rabbits but also 
several have died, mostly due to abscesses 

in their mouths. This is a 
regular occurrence and can 
be due to incorrect feeding 
from an early age though 
the problem may also be 
genetic.

Our newest equine is 
a beautiful jenny yearling 
donkey we have named 
Wee Dumpling. She will 
be a friend for our own 

yearling Mowgli, the mini Shetland. 
She came from Ireland; one of a group 
of donkeys in poor condition all now 
rehomed. She is very thin and lice-ridden 
and has a matted coat and sores on her 
legs. Her feet are in need of attention being 

very long. For all her problems she is a 
very trusting soul and we will make haste 
slowly as usual winning her affection and 
returning her to the condition she deserves 
be in.

We have been very lucky in being 
awarded £4,500 from the Awards for All 

Lottery Fund, allowing 
us to replace our old 
presentation equipment 
used for community and 
school talks and also buy 
new volunteer equipment 
that until now we have had 
to borrow when needed 
or make do. We are very 
grateful to those that made 
it possible.

The fundraising season 
is upon us again and a full programme 
of events throughout the spring, summer 
and autumn is now up and running. We 
will be at Milngavie, Stirling, Perth and 
Ayr Dobbies and also BASC, Drymen 
show, Gargunnock show, Kippen Fayre, 
Fintry Fling, Doune and Dunblane Show, 
Bearsden Highland Games, Callander 
Highland Games, and many more events 
further afield and hope to see many of you 
at one or two. Please come and meet the 
Therapy dogs and us – you will be very 
welcome.

Volunteers are always needed as the 
animal numbers keep growing. If you feel 
you would like to help with the animals or 
with fundraising please give me a ring on 
07748 351287.

News from Glendrick Roost

Close encounter

On 22 April, local experienced 
mountaineer Bob Sharp was out for 
a walk up Meikle Bin (the second 

highest hill in the area) when he had a 
most memorable and puzzling experience.

It started off as a perfectly ordinary 
outing until, on the final slope between 
480 and 500 metres where the slope 
relents, he saw a large animal running 
from left to right about 20 metres away. 
Bob says ‘my brain tried to fit the shape 
of the animal to that of a fox but failed 
miserably. The animal I saw was, for 
all intents and purposes, a female lion. 
It was not a sheep, cow, deer, badger, 
fox, hare, wildcat, otter .... It was beige/
brown in colour, had chunky, fur-covered 
legs, a long tail and rounded-off ears. It 
was at least four to five feet long and it 
moved just like a female mountain lion. I 
followed it as it ran towards the tree line 
but it was gone in about ten seconds.’

Anticipating the scepticism that such 
sightings tend to provoke, he adds ‘I was 
not drinking at the time, or high on drugs. 
Nor was I hypothermic, ill or fatigued. 
Just strolling along minding my own 
business when all of a sudden this big cat 
appeared. I returned the same way and 
dropped down to the tree line where it was 
heading but saw nothing. I should have 
looked for paw prints but it never entered 
my head and I did not have a camera with 

me.’
Asked if he 

was scared – and 
if the creature 
appeared scared 
of him – he 
replied ‘Neither. 
I just recall being 
puzzled and 
surprised that it 
was an animal 
so unusual and 
out of place. 
The creature 
made no noise 
and headed 

westward into the tree.’ Bob says he has 
never seen anything like this in over 30 
years on the hills and would be interested 
to hear any theories people might have 
about this and also if there have been 
similar sightings or reports in the area.
Fall on the ice

The winter snow is now gone and by 
the time you read this the midges 

will be back with a vengeance! The last 
few months have seen interesting and 
varied rescues. The first callout we had 
was just days after I’d finished the last 
Blane article. A woman walking to the 

Whangie (Queen’s View) fell on 
icy ground as she was about a 
quarter of a mile from the car. Her 
companion called 999 and asked 
for an ambulance and the Scottish 
Ambulance Service (SAS) 
responded by sending a couple 
of paramedics. The paramedics 
made it up the hill to the woman 
who had a badly broken ankle but 
then realised they were unable 
to evacuate her. They requested 
assistance from mountain rescue 
and made a request for a helicopter.

This delay added considerably 
to the time the casualty spent in 
discomfort on the hill although 

once the helicopter was on the scene 
she was quickly winched to safety. The 
paramedics had obviously not worked 
with the Navy Sea King helicopter before, 
and as a result much of their equipment 
was blown across the hillside by the 
chopper’s downdraught!

Since then we have 
had an interesting mix 
of rescues including 
one almost identical 
to the above on Conic 
Hill, although on 
this occasion the 
paramedics called 
mountain rescue from 
the bottom of the 
hill. Another incident 
involved a rock-
climbing accident at 
Craigmore just off the 
Cuilts Road (actually 
Ballacharlairy Yett 
to be quite correct!) 
where again the 
ambulance service was 
called. We would urge 
people to think about 
what they ask for when dialling 999. If 
the incident is off paved ground it is best 
to ask for the police as they can call all 
the relevant services, including Mountain 
Rescue and ambulance.

In this area we have much steep 
and dangerous ground which is easily 
accessible by the public and in the event 
of an accident specialist equipment/
skills are often required to evacuate the 
casualty.
Lucky escape

The casualty who fell during the rock-
climbing accident at Craigmore 

was particularly lucky. It was his first 
time leading a rock climb and he fell 
from close to the top of the crag all the 
way to the ground, injuring his back. 
To complicate matters his head landed 
between two boulders and we worked 
closely with the ambulance crew using our 
specialised whole body vacuum mattress 
that allows spinal immobilisation. A safe 
evacuation of the casualty was achieved. 
SAS transferred him to the Western in 
Glasgow and after a thorough series of 
tests and X-rays he was discharged a few 
hours later with only some bruising. As 
one of the nurses in the hospital said – I 
hope he bought a lottery ticket that night!

Other recent incidents have included 
someone who fell off a parapet at the side 
of the road into a small gorge. It was 2 
am on a Saturday night and the casualty 
had already been partially anaesthetised 
in a local hostelry earlier in the evening. 
In another separate incident a rescue was 
achieved by simply talking people off the 

hill.
Hill racing

May also brought 
the beginning of 

the hill race season. The 
Ben Lomond race this 
year was particularly 
busy as it is now 
part of the National 
Championships and 
a new record was set 
by Prasad Prasad of 
Clydesdale Harriers 
who won in a time of 
1hr 5mins 51sec. Yes, 
that was the time for 
up and down! We had 
a few nasty falls on 
the hill to treat and 
our control vehicle 

at the bottom of the hill took on its 
usual appearance of a makeshift A&E. 
Fortunately our two team members who 
took part did not fall; I think they were 
too scared of what we’d do to them if they 
did.

Top tip: If you are ever unlucky enough 
to be caught out in an incident in the 
outdoors (and quite a few of the mountain 
rescue personnel have) remember to 
ask for Police – Mountain Rescue. Give 
details of the casualty’s location and 
the police will call and direct all the 
emergency services you may need.

Martin McCallum

Mountain rescue

CASTLE RECIPE
Julie Edmonstone

This was given to me by a very generous chalet 
girl, via her mother, and is one of those good-
looking recipes that are stars for ever – keep 

it our secret!

Sprinkle sugar over base.  Peel, core and quarter pears – sprinkle with lemon.  
Melt butter and chocolate gently – add pinch of salt and the vanilla.   Whisk eggs 
and sugar till frothy, whisk in butter/choc.  Fold in flour and spoon over pears.   
Bake 180c for 50’.  Unclip and place on wire rack. Turn over onto serving plate.

8” spring clip tin – buttered and lined 
2tbls. Brown sugar   
3 pears     
4 oz butter    
4 oz dark chopped chocolate  

2 eggs     
7 oz soft brown sugar   
2 oz SR flour - sifted
Tsp vanilla

Chinchilla

Cockatiels
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Sarah works with the Council’s Youth 
Services and has a specific remit for the 
Balfron High School catchment area. 
Here she tells us about Youth Services as a 
whole and their work in this area.

Youth Service’s main aim is to 
support young people all across 
the Stirling Council area to 

be confident, skilled, self sufficient, 
independent and responsible members of 
their communities. This is done through 
many different types of provisions and 
opportunities, and also by supporting the 
many voluntary organisations who work 
with young people, too. 

Recently we have been involved in 
trying to establish a new Friday night 
youth group in Balfron for anyone aged 
14+ living across the catchment area. This 
group closed for the summer holidays at 
the end of May, but we will be continuing 
to work in the area over the summer 
holidays. 

Our Mobile Youth Space has also 
been going out to Killearn every week, as 
Friday night sessions didn’t appear to be 
working there. This also finished in May 
and, likewise, we’ll be doing some work 
here over the summer holidays. 

Our plan is to hold a Summer 
Programme in the area, aimed at high 
school aged young people. While all the 
details haven’t been finalised at the time of 
going to press, it is our aim to have four 
sessions over the summer holidays with 

activities like sports, a BBQ, graffiti art, 
drumming and music workshops. Keep 
your eyes peeled for publicity going out 
locally! 

We also offer a broad range of services 
and provision to young people across 
the Stirling Council area, ages 12 – 25. 
We deliver National Entitlement Card 
signups for young people in all of the 
high schools, enabling them to access a 
‘proof of age’ scheme, discounted travel, 
their school’s cashless catering facility, 
discounts in shops and other services. We 
are also delivering Activitiy Agreements, 
a new Scottish Government pilot scheme, 
which should help young people aged 16+ 
to move onto more positive learning and/
or employment destinations. Stirling is 
one of 10 local authorities delivering this 
in Scotland. Our Mobile Youth Space 
is a large van kitted out with all sorts of 
equipment and resources including games 
consoles, LCD TVs, sports equipment and 
more. It enables young people who can’t 
normally access a youth club or youth 
space to do so. It is also a great resource 
to use for one-off events and consultation 
work with young people. 

These are only three examples of the 
very varied work that we are involved 
in. You can find out more information by 
going onto the council’s website http://
www.stirling.gov.uk/youthservices or you 
can contact me for an information pack at 
winstones@stirling.gov.uk or 01786 432035. 

Services for young people
Sarah Winstone, Youth Services Worker, Stirling Council Bob Taylor

The Rotary Club of Strathendrick 
held its annual Primary School 
Quiz at Balfron High School in 

March. Ten teams of four P6/7 pupils from 
seven local primary schools were entered. 
They all performed commendably well 
in a competitive atmosphere, answering 
100 questions requiring a wide range of 
knowledge. The teams brought along their 
supporters who gave encouraging vocal 
support.

After a hard-fought quiz the Strathblane 
team emerged as the very worthy winners 
– the team consisted of Isobel Gray 
(captain), Jason Cowan, Anna McCallum 
and Aiden Wardle. They were presented 
with the Winners’ Trophy and individual 
certificates by Colin Dick, President of 

the Rotary Club. As winners, the 
Strathblane team will now represent 
the Strathendrick area at the Rotary 
District finals later this year.

The Rotary Club members were 
superbly supported by a small group 
of Balfron’s senior pupils to ensure an 
enjoyable evening for the teams and 
their supporters.

They took part in the Rotary 
District Quiz on 1st June competing 
against over 25 school teams from 
Oban to Prestwick in the West of 
Scotland but unfortunately were 
unplaced but I believe were ‘middle 
of the pack’.

Members of the Rotary Club of 
Strathendrick would be pleased to welcome 
anyone interested in finding more about 
the Rotary movement and their activities 

Quiz Success for Strathblane

Strathblane Primary 7 quiz team with their 
certificates presented by Colin Dick

Dunglass
Alastair Smith

Earlier this year I was at a meeting of 
the Heritage Society, the talk being 
given by Frank MacArthur’s son, 

Hugh.  He was talking about the legend 
of King Arthur and the local connection.   
In his talk he told us of the evidence for 
battles ancient at the foot of Dunglass.

Though I was aware of the standing 
stone, just out the Lennoxtown Road, the 
‘preaching stone’ in the Kirk graveyard, 
and had cycled past Dunglass many times, 
I had not really given them much thought.     

When one of our contributors told me 
that Dunglass is geologically interesting, 
my small brain burst briefly into life. 

On a recent 
Sunday, my little 
doggy and I went 
to quickly have 
a closer look, 
and discovered 
two climbers, 
one local and 
one from Perth, 
a s c e n d i n g 
it. Dunglass 
is a climbing 
challenge and it 
features in Kevin 
Woods’ hillwalking guide, and in 
other guides. So, more interesting 
than I had thought.

George Farrow

To be a geologist you need a good 
imagination - and a great way to 
open up your imagination is to climb 

Dunglass and look around you. [More than 
80 years ago, first-year geology students 
from Glasgow University would take 
the train to Strathblane in order to climb 
Dunglass and free their minds]. Standing 
on the solid basalt rock today, let’s try and 
imagine ourselves being there from the 
moment it was created, returning every 
now and then in our mind’s eye, until now. 

About 300 million years ago the 
tectonic plate we were part of was slowly 
travelling northwards across the equator 

Dunglass:  A long time ago
when a great crack appeared below 
us. We felt distinctly uncomfortable 
as molten magma at 1000 degrees C 
was injected from deep underground. 
We were actually underground 
ourselves, but probably only a few hundred 
metres. Above us lavas were spewing out 
of a volcano. 

Rain gradually washed away the ash 
and cinders of the volcano while our rock 
slowly cooled in its crack, which was now 
much wider, having been wedged apart by 
the magma. Things contract as they cool, 
and the columnar joints we still see in the 
basalt, which form at right angles to the 
originally much colder walls of the crack, 
help us to trace the two original edges - in 

fact if you look closely you can see there 
have been several separate cracks! 

And that’s only the first part of our 
story. Amazingly, more than 1000 of these 
volcanic remnants like Dunglass have 
been mapped in Central Scotland - but 
as yet, the Campsie Fells had not formed. 
That’s another story, for a subsequent 
issue! After a breather of a 100 million 
years or so we will need to climb Dunglass 
again to experience the Blane Valley at -40 
degrees - a glacier is approaching.

Left: There are easier ways to the top of 
Dunglass than this. Below: Dunglass’ 
Basalt Columns

WRVS needs 
volunteer drivers
Glenda McWatt, WRVS Local 
Service Manager

WRVS is a registered charity 
providing a range of practical 
services to help and support 

older people to live well, maintain their 
independence and play a part in their 
local community. We need more volunteer 
drivers to help with this work.

WRVS (Community Projects Stirling) 
is currently looking to recruit volunteer 
drivers for their Community Transport 
and Good Neighbours Project. These 
would undertake driving tasks within their 
local community, using their own cars, 
for which clients using the service pay a 
mileage allowance of 40p per mile.

Trips can be to the doctors, dentist 
and shops, for example, or further afield 
to hospital appointments in Stirling and 
Falkirk. The role is entirely flexible; you 
are under no obligation to take on specific 
tasks that do not fit in with your own 
personal circumstances and availability. 
We operate a telephone helpline number 
for all transport enquiries and contact 
volunteers from a list of registered 
transport volunteers to find a suitable 
person for the transport task.

Due to the nature of the role, an 
enhanced Disclosure Scotland check would 
be required and a WRVS application form 
completed (no costs are incurred). You 
would also need to check that your current 
car insurer allows you to make journeys 
for the purpose of volunteering.

If you think you can help or would 
like more information concerning the 
role, then please contact me at Viewfield 
Chambers, Viewfield Place, Stirling, FK8 
1NQ; tel 01786 450718 or 07781 088514; 
email glenda.mcwatt@wrvs.org.uk.

Primary school
Gardening Club

At Strathblane Primary School we have started a 
gardening club called the Wellington Boots. We 
meet most Wednesdays after school for one hour. 

First we painted the benches in the nursery garden, they 
look really good now. Next we weeded the flower beds and 
planted more flowers.  

The village gardening club let us have a table at their 
plant sale in the Kirk Rooms car park, so we started to 
grow plants to sell. We made paper potters to sell the 
plants in. They are good because you can just plant them 
in the ground with the newspaper still on.  

On the day of the sale some of us went along and sold 
our plants.  We sold nearly all ofthem!  A few of us priced 
the plants; others talked to the customers while the rest 
counted the money.  Our rocket lettuce was very popular, 
and we sold all of our tomato plants! Altogether we 
managed to raise £27 for Water Aid.

We really enjoyed the sale and were very proud of how 
much we managed to raise. It was good to talk to the people 
coming to our stall.   Perhaps next year we can do it again.

as we are always keen to encourage 
membership so that we can continue to 
serve and support this community. 
www.strathendrickrotary.org.uk.

Wellington Boots
School gardening club raises money for Water Aid

Jamie Moir, Stella Fisher, Rebeca Pugh and Jeanie Brown doing a roaring 
trade at the plant sale in the Church carpark for Wellington Boots.

New venture for primary 7
Residential week at Glencoe

Kevin Strain on the 25m rock face that all the pupils climbed then abseiled down. 
Jamie Gillies, Natalie O’Donnell, Isobel Gray, Abigayle Littler, Thomas Mitchell, 
Aidan Wardle and Niall Ewert about to go long boating. 

Above: BenBolton, Amy Owens, Gemma Barr, 
Matthew Hoyle and Kevin Strain about to go 
orienteering.
    Other activities on the residential week were 
kyaking, canoeing, hillwalking, archery and 
team building. All the pupils took part in every 
activity and it was a great personal challenge 
as well as being lots of fun.
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Lynne James

Kit Fleming

Have you ever passed a neighbour in the 
street and wondered what their life is like? 
Have you ever watched locals heading to 
work in the morning and wondered about 
their careers? I spoke to Strathblane 
resident Helen Smith about her career 
as samba drummer, businesswoman and 
teacher all rolled into one.
How long have you been doing what 
you do?
I joined SheBoom, a samba drumming 
group, in 1995, as I was friends with the 
group’s musical director. I immediately 
became immersed in the group’s activities 
and sound, and began writing drum 
rhythms for the group to play. When the 
group began recruiting new members I 
became involved in teaching them, and 
through these activities I quickly became 
involved in running the group. SheBoom 
played all over Britain, becoming a regular 
feature at the West End Festival and 
playing numerous gigs all over Europe.

In 2001, six years after joining 
SheBoom I set up a samba drumming 
business with a friend from the group, 
which became a full time project a 
few years later. I now run my own 
samba drumming business, Big Groove 
Promotions, full time and have done since 
2004.
How did you learn samba drumming 
and start your career?
My samba drumming was self taught, 
and apart from attending some drumming 
courses – mainly in England – I learned 
through practice and involvement with the 
samba drumming scene. My interest and 

self-motivation spurred me on.
Career wise, it just happened by itself. 

I began writing rhythms, contributing and 
teaching others out of sheer enjoyment 
and interest. I had never planned on 
samba drumming becoming my career, it 
just worked out that way. I did psychology 
at university and then went 
on to work in a pharmacy 
before getting involved with 
SheBoom. I later left my 
pharmacy job to work at the 
Practice Pad, a recording 
studio in Glasgow, where 
I got to know bands like 
Franz Ferdinand and Biffy 
Clyro. After forming my own 
business it took off to the 
point where it became my sole 
career.
What do you find the most 
rewarding about your 
career? What experiences 
do you especially enjoy or 
find exceptional?
Working with children with special needs 
and seeing them benefit from the drumming 
is really gratifying. Seeing them become 
enthused and enjoy the class is the best 
part of my job. It’s the small things really, 
like a child with special needs sitting still 
throughout a lesson, or a badly behaved 
child being able to engage with their class 
in a drumming lesson, something they 
might not be able to do in another lesson. 
Teaching adults with learning difficulties 
is also very rewarding, as they often feel 
like they are being allowed to become 
involved in something that is reserved for 
‘mainstream society.’

Samba drumming can also bust stress 

and be cathartic, which in itself is a bonus 
for me.
Are there any downsides to your 
career? Is there anything you find 
particularly difficult or stressful?
Because of the nature of my work, I 

almost never know in advance 
what the groups I’m about to 
teach will be like; almost 80% 
of my classes are with students 
I’ve never met before. Because 
of this I can sometimes be 
anxious about what they’re 
going to be like or if they’ll 
be badly behaved. Seeing kids 
behaving badly is probably 
the biggest downside of my 
job, and it can be saddening 
when you see real discipline 
problems in children who are 
young. Apart from discipline, 
though, having to manage 
my own accounts is a bit 
of a downside to being self 

employed.
Is there any advice you could give to 
local residents interested in music or 
teaching?
If they’re interested in anything or have a 
hobby, then find a way to make time for it, 
as it can bring you real joy. Regardless of 
your interest, be it gardening, music, art, 
make time to practise it, even if it’s only 
for twenty minutes a day – it will bring 
you pleasure.

I have always believed that you don’t 
have to be the very best at something in 
order to do it or find fun in it, it’s about 
participation and inclusion – there’s a 
place for everyone in samba drumming.

A day in the life of ... Helen Smith

We wish to reflect the views and opinions 
of the whole community without including 
anything that would offend anyone. We 
would emphasise that the views expressed 
in the Blane are not necessarily those of 
the editor and he retains the right to have 
the final say on any articles included.

Disclaimer
While we do our best not to accept 
advertisements from irresponsible 
companies or individuals, we do not take 
responsibility for those that appear in 
the newsletter and expect our readers to 
exercise due care when choosing to use 
one of the services found on these pages.

T R Electrical Services
Tommy Reynolds

Electrical & Air 
Conditioning Installations


mob: 07988639981
 0141 956 6909

tomm.reynolds@virgin.net

Beading Mad 
Jewellery Parties

Design & make earrings, 
necklaces, bracelets

Ideal for all ages
******

Ruth Reynolds
 0141 956 6909

mob: 07770596297

Stewart Reid
Plumbing Services
All Domestic Plumbing 

and Electrical Work
No job too big or too small

mob: 07590 843607
 01360 771139

sreidplumbing@hotmail.com

CATHERINE SMITH & CO
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Tax Returns
Bookkeeping

Small business tax 
& accounts

Ad-hoc advice

Catherine Smith ACA, CTA
 01360 770989

Catherine@catherine-smith.co.uk

If you have any news items, please 
contact one of the team or the editor (see 
page 4 for details). If you are not confident 
at writing but would like to have an article 
in the newsletter, we can help by editing it 
or writing it if you give us the information.

BLANE TEAM

Morag Roy 770863
roymorag6@yahoo.co.uk

Murray O’Donnell   770748
murray.odonnell@btinternet.com

Alastair Smith 770120
smith@blanefield.freeserve.co.uk

Mary Brailey 771613 
marybrailey@btinternet.com

Patsy Fischbacher    770716
patsy.fischbacher@virgin.net

Dr Who arrives at Strathblane 
Library for the Summer.

Yes, well, now we have your attention ...
This year our Summer Reading Scheme 

for Primary School kids is all about 
time travelling! Last year we handed out 
passports and the world was each child’s 
oyster. THIS year your child can roam 
through time and space, backwards and 
forwards and using their own imagination, 
visit any time in history..or the future.

From mid-June onwards, until the end 
of the Summer Holidays, any primary 
school aged child can come down and 
pick up a Time Travellers log book, start 
collecting stickers, travel to any time 
anytime they want and help us decorate 
our Timeline over the weeks ahead! So, no 
Tardis needed, just a simple library card. 
Come along and join in!

Our Book group will restart in August, 
on the third Tuesday of every month. We 
would love to have new members, so why 
not come along when we restart if you 
have not been before?

 In September, as part of our Book 
Festival throughout Stirling, we will 
be holding a “Blind Date with a Book” 
session! Come along for a glass of wine 
and a night of meeting dark brooding 
strangers, some with gsoh, some you may 
even want to take home ...intrigued? We 
hope so,come along in September and join 
in the fun!

Equipment for hire
Some items have been acquired by the 
Community Council for community use 
and can be hired from the library for a 
small donation:

Comb binding machines 
Digital camcorder 

Neil Weir

From Thursday 9 September, until Sunday 
12 September the third annual Book and 
Art Festival will take place. The Douglas 

Street marquee will be used for guest speakers 
and events, as will the Fraser Centre. The 
Art marquee in Station Road will have guest 
artists who will be working on their art work. 
In addition the WHW marquee will have 
various groups represented in it, including the 
Milngavie Heritage and Historic Group, with 
displays, WHW National Park in Balloch will 
have displays and leaflets, as will Mugdock 
Country Park.,

Bearsden and Milngavie Ramblers will 
manage the marquee and have displays , 
but will also provide a walk on Thursday 
afternoon after the official opening, and a 
walk on  Friday and Saturday. It is hoped to 
have an afternoon themed walk on the Sunday.

Milngavie Book and 
Art festival

Digital Camer\a 
Dictaphone(s) 
Display board(s) including table top and 
full sized
PA system  
Lightweight pull-up screen 
White board(s) - Dry white boards range 



28

Natalie Harrison

From 6 June to 15 August we’ll be 
showing our Summer Exhibition 

at Smithy Gallery. It’s bursting at the 
seams with the sort of work that gives 
the gallery its reputation for quality. 
Works by over 15 painters including 
Simon Laurie, Sandy Murphy, David 
Martin – artists who have long 
been renowned in Scotland, and 
Margaretann Bennett, George Allen 
and Henry Fraser – younger artists 
who are heading in the same direction. 
A bright and vibrant exhibition 
showcasing the talented and varied 
artists that we are lucky enough to 
have at Smithy Gallery. There’ll also be silver jewellery by talented Sarah 
Anderson, ceramics by Anne Morrison and hares by Susan MacInnes.

And a diary note for later in the summer: an exhibition featuring Gordon 
Wilson will run from 22 August to 26 September. Smithy Gallery, at 74 
Glasgow Road, Blanefield, is open Tuesday to Sunday, 11am to 5pm. Tel: 
770551 email art@smithygallery.co.uk www.smithygallery.co.uk.

Summertime at Smithy Gallery

H o m e  v i s i t s  c a n  b e 
a r r a n g e d  t o  s u i t

This reader of the Blane clearly prefers to read a 
quality publication.

Special savings for everyone to enjoy! 
20% DISCOUNT ON YOUR NEXT CRUISE 

Present this voucher at Loch Katrine to receive 20% discount 
on all standard cruise fares. Choose from sailings on the 

steamship Sir Walter Scott or the cruiser Lady of the Lake. 
VALID UNTIL 31st OCTOBER 2010. 

Not valid in conjunction with any other offer. 
Family Cycle Hire, Snacks and meals in The Anchors Rest, 

Shopping in Katrine Gifts 
Enjoying the special experience of cruising Loch Katrine - the 

beautiful heart of The Trossachs 
Now with special savings your favourite Loch 

Katrine experience is even easier to enjoy! 
 

Information and Reservations - 01877 332000 
www.lochkatrine.com

Discover Loch Katrine

Community Councillors, Margaret Vass, Elspeth 
Posnett and Fiona Murray planting the tubs with 
summer bedding plants (see article page 6).

Right: Roger Simpson 
and Bill Howie hard 
at work improving 
the path along the old 
railway at the Action 
Day organised by the 
Community Council 
(see article page 6).

Gordon Wilson’s ‘The Big Moon’


